The Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5: 22-26 

5:22  “Fruit of the Spirit”   

1)  “Fruit” is contrast with “works” in these ways:

a. “Fruit” is singular.  The fruit comes form one tree, one source, the Spirit.  It is not the fruits of the Spirit like it is the “gifts” of the Spirit.  You may have one or two of the gifts of the Spirit and be a healthy Christian.  But, if you have just one or two of the fruit this is not normal.  A believer following the Spirit will see growth in all these areas.  Not necessarily true with the gifts.
b. “Works of the flesh” is plural.   

c. Fruit is the natural result of life and growth.  Work is a labor and a discipline

d. The fruit will be manifest in works of righteousness, but they begin long before the work is seen.  Fruit goes deep into the plant and is an extension of the nature of the plant.

2) John 15: 1-8

3) The fruit is eternal and results in:

a. Achieving God’s will on earth

b. Rewards for the believer in eternity
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear much fruit – fruit that will last.”      John 15:16

4) Another concept about fruit is that it is the harvest.

5) The Greek word for “fruit” is “karpos” and is used most often of fruit from trees or vines.

6) Jesus said you would know the tree by its “karpos” in Matt. 7:16

Love  (agape)
1)  focus is on the object of the love.

2) Refers to love for God and love for people

3) Love will seek what is best for the object it loves

4) To be agape there must be concrete evidence.  It is a word that is way past an emotion or a feeling.  It is seen in the treatment of and action toward the object.  In fact, an attempt to describe the feeling or the emotion may indicate it is not genuine.  

a. “You say you have love. . .?  Then stop talking about it and do it.”
b. James 2:14 – 20,  Some say they have faith.  James is saying he doesn’t talk about it, he is doing faith.

5) This love is the character of God and it is:

a. Unearned (Rom. 5:8)

b. Unchangeable (Rom 8:35)

c. Great (Ep. 2:4)

d.   Action (Jn. 3:16)

Joy (chara)
1) In the Greek society Joy was a synonym for happiness, which was founded on some event or circumstances.  This “happiness” of the Spirit is founded on an eternal principle that will never change.  In otherwords, this “joy” is consistent and is unaffected by circumstances.
2) We will have earthly emotions (sadness, grief, disappointments, etc.) because we are human and directly tied into the circumstances of the world, but this is a deeper, richer experience that may coexist with worldly sorrow:

a. “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.”  1 Thes. 4:13

Peace (eirene)
1) This word carries the thought of the Hebrew word shalom.

2) It would give the meaning of wholeness of soul which manifest in a tranquil attitude and disposition regardless of circumstances.

3) This became a standard Christian greeting for obvious reasons (Gal.1:3)

4) Manifest as 

a. peace with God in Rom 5:1

b. peace of mind in Phil 4:6,7

c. Peace in the home in 1 Cor. 7:12

d. Peace in the church in Ep 4:3

e. Peace in relationships in Heb. 12:14

Patience (makrothumia)
1) “longsuffering, patient endurance under injuries inflicted by others.  It describes the response of Christian’s towards circumstances and events, as well as God’s patience endurance of the rebellion and sin of mankind.”  Linguistic Key by Rogers and Rogers.
2) This is the character that allows for the spread of God’s grace in time:

a. “Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love and he relents from sending calamity.”  Joel 2:13

3) This is the character that allows us to walk above the ways of the world and do our jobs as ambassadors:

a. “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors.”   2 Cor. 5:18-20

Kindness (chrestotes)

1) Showing concern for others.

2) It is the act of kindness to benefit and help others

3) It is the character trait of God referred to in the statement, “God is good.”

4) There is a common slave name of “Chrestos” which is thought to have its origin in this word “chrestotes” and so this word indicates the slave mentality.

a. This was the mentality of the messiah/servant of Isaiah and the one that Jesus manifested in his life.     (Christ is the word “Christos”)
Goodness (agathosune)
1) This is the energy and generousity that comes from the servant mentality of kindness.

2) It the character that will strive to obtain the thing that is useful and beneficial for another person.

Faithfulness (pistis)
1) It is the same word that is translated “faith” but in this context it becomes a character trait.

2) The word “pistis” also means “faithfulness, reliability, loyalty”

3) Luke 16:10-12 and Mt. 25:23 describes the faithful servant.  

a. Without the Spirit we will not be able to achieve the status or the commendation of 

Gentleness (prautes)
1) Controlled strength, meekness, submissive, ability to bear reproaches without bitterness and resentment.

2) “The ability to provide a soothing influence on someone who is in the state of anger, bitterness and resentment”  (Linguistic Key by Rogers and Rogers)

3) Aristotle wrote that this is the person who is always angry at the right time and never angry at the wrong time.

4) This is the attitude required for learning in James 1:21

5) The attitude for making correction in Gal. 6:1

6) The attitude for meeting opposition in 2 Tm. 2:25

7) The attitude in explaining the faith in 1 Peter 3:15,16

Self-Control (enkrateia)
1) The containment of passion and appetite.  It is the ability to control the driving forces of human nature.

2) This is what gives the victory over fleshly desires.

Against these there is no law:

1) To try to control them

2) To try to produce them

These “fruit of the Spirit” are out of reach to the:

1) Natural man

2) Religious System

3) Hypocrite
The person is lives this way can not be judged by any law.  You are fulfilling every law of man and God when you produce the fruit of the Spirit.
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