Merry Christmas everyone! Oh, and Happy New Year too! I hope everyone’s 2005 was filled with blessings and growing experiences. We certainly had our fair share of them. 

I think that we’ll start with the youngest and work up this year! 
Jacob is 10 and in the 4th grade. Jacob just loves life. He almost always has a positive outlook on things. We say almost because being the youngest of 6 boys has its downers!! A bragging point in Jacob’s year is that he is the mile champion for the 4th grade at Dallas Center-Grimes. He actually beat all the 5th graders, too. He ran his fastest mile in 6:02. He is also learning to play the piano. He is working hard on it this year because he wants to start playing the drums next year in 5th grade band. We’ll let you know next year how that is going?? I guess if I can endure beginning saxophone, trumpet and trombone, I can handle drums, too?!
Zachary is in the 7th grade and will turn 13 on the 7th of January. Our fifth son becoming a teenager definitely makes Galyn and I take a look at our age and the stage of life we are in. We won’t say we feel old but we do realize that we aren’t as young as we used to be! : )  This is Zach’s first year for junior high sports and he is loving it. He ran cross country and did a great job. He ran over 200 miles during the summer so that really helped his season get off to a great start. They won the conference and state meets for the 2nd year in a row. Basketball is taking up his time now. He is on an AAU team that has been playing together since 4th grade.  The DCG 7th grade team is undefeated so far and that makes for a fun season (so far?).  I should add that Galyn coached Zach’s cross country team and is now coaching his 7th grade basketball team. Zach will also have his dad for a track coach. I sure hope they like each other! : )   By reading this, you could say that Zach is all about sports but he isn’t. He also is involved in Show Choir, band and loves to create games and will sit for hours playing with legos. His grades aren’t too shabby either. 

Nathan (Hawk) will be 15 the 3rd of January. He is attending Valley Southwoods which is the freshman high school for West Des Moines.  He is adjusting slowly to a new school. He had a great cross country season. He was on the varsity team and got to run at the state meet this year. He is one second away from breaking Paul’s 5k personal record. Watch out, Paul!! He is busy now with basketball, band and of course, school. Nathan loves to sit and play the piano which I love it when he does. He is excelling on his trumpet, also.  He played in a brass choir at the state capital this last Friday.  As much as I love sports, I love music more and am thrilled that our boys enjoy music and are learning to play the different instruments. 

Benjamin is 17 and a junior at Valley. He is our tallest son so far at 6’2”.  Ben is doing great in school and with his saxophone. He just got back from a band trip to Chicago. Nathan and Ben also get to travel with the marching band next year to Ireland to march in a St. Patrick’s Day parade.  He also works about 30 hours a week at his job. Because of that, he was able to buy himself a nice car this summer. We are very proud of him. It’s hard to believe that he will graduate next year. Wow! He is looking at joining the Air Force or studying something in the science field or both.  Ben also loves to sit and play the piano. I am truly blessed. 
Paul will be 21 next February and lives in Dallas Center now. He has an apartment above an old store which is being remodeled into a church. It’s a pretty cool place with lots of potential if you get my meaning!! He is attending school at Hamilton College studying business management. He also is an assistant manager at Carlos O’Kelly’s in West Des Moines. He works lots and lots of hours. Just this year, he started a youth group at his church in Dallas Center. He has about 12-15 students who come. That is where his heart is.  We get to see Paul quite a bit which is really nice. The boys occasionally get to stay overnight with Paul so that is a real treat for them. 
Justin, our oldest is 22 and still lives in Chicago. He has a beautiful girlfriend of about a year and a half whom we hope becomes more than that soon!! (Hint, hint) Her name is Juanita. Justin is finishing up his studies in graphic design. He is also a member of a dance company named Urban Dance Force. They are really making a name for themselves in the Chicago area. They were awarded the “Best Performance Dance Company” in Chicago a few months ago. Galyn and I would like to take credit for Justin’s dance talent but to be honest, we really don’t know where it came from??  He is designing a web page for his dance company. The dance group is going to Houston to perform at 6 celebrity parties during the weekend of the NBA All Star game. They will also be the opening act for the popular rapper Lil John. We, Galyn and I, are told that he is a big name rapper. I have a feeling that we probably are glad we don’t know who he is!! We are happy for Justin and the success of the dance company! 
Galyn and I continue to try and keep our lives as busy as possible!! : ) I am still working at Indian Hills Junior High in West Des Moines. It’s a fun job and I really like the people at work. There is never a dull moment at a junior high school!  Galyn is still teaching shop at Dallas Center-Grimes Middle School and as you read earlier, coaching 3 sports. We also pastor a wonderful church, Faith Evangelical Free, in Audubon, Iowa. The people there are awesome. They are all using their gifts that God has given them to bless the community of Audubon and to reach the lost for Christ!! It is phenomenal to watch them in action. Galyn also teaches a Bible study on Monday nights, a Bible school on Tuesday evenings and goes back to Audubon for a Bible study on Wednesdays. We are sending his teaching CDs all around the world. We get emails and letters every day from people all over wanting his Bible teaching on CD (The letters from Ghana, West Africa also want CD players, cameras, gameboys, cell phones and of course, money. We send them Bibles and teaching CDs!). It is exciting to see the hunger for the Word of God on every continent. You are welcome to visit our web site at www. generationword.com. It will tell you more about what we are doing and provide you with an audio stream of Galyn’s messages. 
As we address our envelopes, I see names of people that I would love to visit and just find out how they are doing. It makes me homesick for all the places that we have called home. Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers. May the year 2006 bring many blessings and growing experiences to you and your family’s life!!! As we fight to keep the right to say MERRY CHRISTMAS, may every day you spend in the glory and presence of Jesus be a HAPPY HOLY DAY (Happy Holidays). We love you and God loves you too, so much that He sent His son, as a baby, to the earth just for you! 
The Wiemers;

Galyn, Toni, Justin, Paul, Benjamin, Nathan, Zachary, Jacob

P.S. About the picture of Galyn and I! He told me that if I would run the Living History Farms race, which runs through the creek 8 times, he would carry me across. I did and he did!! 

