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First John 2:21-29 
 This chrisma, “anointing”, or Holy Spirit from Jesus will have a noticeable effect in our thinking 

and our understanding (even to the place of empowering us to cognitively process concepts 
and knowledge that is a mystery to the natural intellect/soul/mind, Ephesians 1:17-18). Notice 
John’s consistent references to this ministry of the Holy Spirit: 

First 
John 

   

2:11  They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has blinded 
them. 

 

2:20  and all of you know the truth.  

2:21  I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do 
know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 

 

2:29  If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right 
has been born of him. 

 

3:2  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is. 

 

3:5  But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him 
is no sin. 

 

3:14  We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. 
Anyone who does not love remains in death. 

 

3:15  Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life residing in him. 

 

5:13   I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 
may know that you have eternal life. 

 

5:15  And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what 
we asked of him. 

 

5:18  We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was 
born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 

 

5:19  We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the 
control of the evil one. 

 

5:20  We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 
that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his 
Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

 

John 
(Gospel) 

   

3:10,11  “Jesus answered him, ‘Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 
understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, 
and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.’ ” 

 

4:22  “You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation 
is from the Jews.” 

 

4:32    

5:32  “There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony 
that he bears about me is true.” 

 

5:42    

7:17  “If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching is from God 
or whether I am speaking on my own authority.” 

 

7:28-29  8:14;8:19; 8:28;8:328:37;8:55  
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10:4-5  10:14,15,27,38  

10:15    

12:35  12:50  

13:7  13:12; 13:17-18  

14:17  “even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” 

 

14:4, 7; 
14:20, 31, 

   

15:15  “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master 
is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I 
have made known to you.” 

 

15:18, 21    

17:3 
 

 “This is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent.” 

 
 

17:23    

19:35  “He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is 
telling the truth—that you also may believe.” 

 

    

  
First John 2:21 – “I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you 
know it, and because no lie is of the truth.” 

 
 John makes it clear he is not writing a group of people who do NOT know the truth. 

 John is writing not to teach them something new, but to remind them that they already know 
the truth! 

 The truth they have been given does NOT produce lies like the ones they are hearing from the 
secessionist.  

 The topic of the truth John is speaking about is the fact that Jesus is the Christ 

 The secessionists were denying this, which revealed they were antichrists (2:22-23) 

 These are not compromises, but lies. This is truth vs error. The lies are: 
o 1:6 – “If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do 

not practice the truth.” 
o 2:4 – “Whoever says ‘I know him’ but does not keep his commandments is a liar, 

and the truth is not in him.” 
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o 4:20 – “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” 

o 2:22 – “Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, 
he who denies the Father and the Son.” 

 Only Jesus can show us God. Only in Jesus is God revealed. Rejection of Jesus is rejection of 
the true God 

 There are other “gods” or other “spirits” (including Satan and his various names and religions). 
Any “God” that does not include the Son, Jesus Christ, is not the Triune God of Christianity, 
but a Pagan (which means Satanic) counterfeit.  

 
First John 2:22 – “Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.” 

 
1. 2:21 mentions the “lie”. Now in 2:22 John identifies: 

a. The Liar – antichrist, the one denying the deity of Jesus 
b. The great lie – The lie is to teach that the man Jesus is NOT the anointed one, the 

promised Messiah of the Old Testament, the Son of God, the Second member of the 
Trinity, the eternal God. 

2. People who have left the apostolic teaching are antichrists. 
3. Jesus spoke in the exact manner in John 8:44-45 the Jews rejected Jesus claim that God was 

his Father, the Jesus had seen Abraham and Jesus was “I AM”. Jesus said, “You are of your 
father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the 
truth, you do not believe me.” 

4. Do note these secessionist or antichrists did not deny the man Jesus.  
a. They apparently knew he was a true historical figure.  
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b. They accepted many of the Christian principles and ethics.  
c. But, they denied the person of Christ which made their religion powerless.  
d. They remained very active.  
e. They appeared very religious. 
f. They presented a very academic side that they wanted to add to the faithful believers. 
g. But, since they rejected Jesus Christ they also denied his atoning work, his resurrection 

power, his Word, his Holy Spirit. This means they were powerless and left to human 
effort, organization and community service. 

i. 2 Timothy 3:5, 7 – “…having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. 
Avoid such people…always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of 
the truth.” 

5. These antichrists are people who oppose and reject Jesus is the Christ (incarnation). They are 
antichrists. John is not talking about THE Antichrist who is to come as the fullness of Satan’s 
opposition to Jesus. 

6. These antichrists were not atheists.  
a. They believed in God, but rejected his Son. 
b. In rejecting the Son these people were not receiving the Father God. 
c. There is really no middle ground in John’s teaching. No Son means no Father which 

means your God is Satan. 
 
First John 2:23 – “No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has 
the Father also.” 

 
1. If there is any confusion John clarifies by making two statements: 

a. One negative – “Everyone denying the Son has the Father.” 
b. One positive – “The one confessing the Son also has the Father.” 

2. The secessionist claims are false since they reject Jesus Christ: 
a. 1:5 - to have fellowship with God 
b. 2:6 – to live in God  

 
First John 2:24 – “Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from 
the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.” 
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First John 2:25 – “And this is the promise that he made to us — eternal life.” 

 
 
First John 2:26 – “I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you.” 
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First John 2:27 – “But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have 
no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, 
and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.” 

 
1. The anointing includes both the Word and the Holy Spirit that reveals it. Truth and Spirit. 
2. John is focusing on two things with the word “anointing”: 

a. The teaching of the Truth 
b. The Spirit that illuminates the Truth to the believer 
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First John 2:28 – “And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.”  

 
 
 
First John 2:29 – “If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who 
practices righteousness has been born of him.” 

 
 
  

 

 


