Zephaniah 3:14-20
1. The Day of the Lord –
a. 3:16 – “On that day…”
b. 3:19 – “at that time…”
c. 3:20 – “At that time…”
d. 3:20 – “at that time…”
2. Details of that “Day” in these verses:
a. Sing, shout, rejoice and exult
b. The LORD has:
i. taken away judgments against you
ii. cleared away your enemies
c. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst
i. You shall never fear evil again
ii. Let not your hands grow weak
d. The LORD your God is in your midst
i. A mighty one will save
ii. He will rejoice over you
iii. He will quiet you by his love
iv. He will exult over you with loud singing
3. The Lord says concerning that “Day” He gathers those of you who mourn for the festival so
you will no longer suffer reproach:
i. I will deal with all your oppressors
ii. I will save the lame
iii. I will gather the outcast
iv. I will change their shame into praise
v. I will change their shame into renown in all the earth
vi. I will bring you in
vii. I will gather you together
viii. I will make you renowned among all the peoples (nations)
ix. I will make you praised among all the peoples (nations)
x. I will restore your fortunes before your eyes
Zephaniah 3:14 – “Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all
your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!”
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1. Regathered Israel will sing and rejoice
2. “Daughter of Zion”, “Israel” and “Daughter of Jerusalem” is the regathered Israel
a. “Jerusalem” and “Zion” are also parallel expressions in 3:16
3. Isaiah 37:22 – The Lord’s word through Isaiah to Sennacherib in 701 BC:
“this is the word the Lord has spoken against him:
“Virgin Daughter Zion
despises and mocks you.
Daughter Jerusalem
tosses her head as you flee.”
3:15 – “The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your
enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.”

1. 3:14 tells of the singing, but 3:15 tells why they will sing
2. The Lord is there with his people in:
a. 3:5
b. 3:15
c. 3:17
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d. Ezekiel 48:35 “Jehovah Shammah” “The circumference of the city shall be 18,000 cubits. And the name of the city from that
time on shall be, The LORD Is There.”

3:16 –“On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow
weak.”

1. “weak hands” or “slack hands” represents despair and hopelessness:
a. Isaiah 13:7 – “Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; as destruction from the Almighty it
will come! Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every human heart will melt.
b. Jeremiah 6:24 – “We have heard the report of it; our hands fall helpless; anguish has
taken hold of us, pain as of a woman in labor.”
c. Hebrews 12:11-13 – “For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant,
but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by
it. Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be
healed.”
3:17 – “The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over
you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.”

1. “a mighty one” – gibbowr /ghib-bore/ - means “strong, might”
a. Translated as: champion, great, helpers, heroes, men of outstanding, mighty warriors
b. Genesis 6:4 – “Those were the might men
c. Genesis 10:8, 9 – Nimrod was a mighty one on earth and was a mighty hunter
d. Daniel 11:3 – speaking of the coming Alexander the Great, “a mighty king will arise
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3:18 – “I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer
reproach.”

3:19 – “Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.”

3:20 – “At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make
you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.”
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