Zephaniah 2:13-15
(likely written sometime between 623-617 BC)
ASSYRIA to the North
2:13 – “And he will stretch out his hand against the north
and destroy Assyria,
and he will make Nineveh a desolation,
a dry waste like the desert.

1. Nineveh and the Assyrian Empire had oppressed Israel since the days of King Ahaz (736-715
BC).
a. Isaiah 7-8 around 732 BC
b. Rezin ruled in Syria 754-732 BC and Pekah ruled in Norther Israel 740-732.
c. Ahaz goes to Tiglath-pileser III for help against Rezin and Pekah. Ahaz then met
Tiglath-pileser III in Damascus after the Syrian city had fallen to the Assyrians according
to 2 Kings 16:9-10:
“The king of Assyria complied by attacking Damascus and capturing it. He deported its
inhabitants to Kir and put Rezin to death. Then King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet
Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria. He saw an altar in Damascus and sent to Uriah the
priest a sketch of the altar, with detailed plans for its construction.”
d. Since 732 BC Assyria was Judah’s protector and claimed suzerainty /suz-era-enty/ over
the kingdom
e. 731 Assyria set up a king in Northern Israel: Hoshea
f. In 722 BC Assyria destroys and deports Northern Israel
g. In 701 BC Sennacherib invades Judah, destroys all the fortified cities and threatens
Jerusalem
2. Nineveh, the last nation mentioned, was the strongest empire at the time of Zephaniah
3. Nineveh falls 5 years later in 612 BC (or, 5-9 years later after Zephaniah made this prophecy)
4.

1

5. “Dry waste like a desert”
a. Nineveh had a great
canal system with the
Khoser River running
through it and sat
alongside the Tigris
River.
b. By 401 BC Xenophon
records as he traveled
past Nineveh that it had
become desert sand,
because by the time the
Greeks marched
through the Middle East
to take the Persian
Empire the city of
Nineveh could no longer
be identified and the
culture was itself ancient
history. He did not find a
trace of the city since it
was buried in sand.

2:14 – “Herds shall lie down in her midst,
all kinds of beasts;
even the owl and the hedgehog
shall lodge in her capitals;
a voice shall hoot in the window;
devastation will be on the threshold;
for her cedar work will be laid bare.

2

1. The great, advanced, sophisticated city would be a place where herds would graze and rest.
a. Herds
b. Beasts
c. The order of creation has been reversed. Instead of man ruling the beasts, the beasts
inhabit the remains of the city of man. And, do not appear to be challenged or
threatened with expulsion.
2. The great buildings and paneled palaces would become a place for wild animals to find shelter.
a. Owl (pelican?) and hedgehog (or, porcupine) lodge on capitals
b. Owls hooting from the window ledges
3. Threshold devastated
4. The wooden paneling that covered the stone or brick walls deteriorated exposing the
stone/brick blocks.
2:15 – “This is the exultant city
that lived securely,
that said in her heart,
“I am, and there is no one else.”
What a desolation she has become,
a lair for wild beasts!
Everyone who passes by her
hisses and shakes his fist.
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1. A city celebrating and secure in Zephaniah’s day would fail
a. “exultant” – haallizah – means “jubilant” and “triumphantly happy”
b. “lived securely” deep in Assyrian territory surrounded by walls and canals for moats
2. After judgment:
a. “desolation” – lesammah – “waste”, “a horror”
b. “lair for wild beasts”
i. A place for beasts to lay down and rest
c. People who pass by scorn the remains and show contempt:
i. “hisses”
ii. “shakes fist” – as in “away with her” she deserves her fate
1. Nahum 3:19, another hand gesture at Nineveh’s fate:
“All who hear the news about you clap their hands over you.
For upon whom has not come your unceasing evil?”
3. “I am, and there is no one else.”
a. Self-sufficient
i. Same claim as:
1. Babylon in Isaiah 47:8
2. Laodicea in Revelation 3:17
b. All other nations and cities depend on Nineveh: protection, economy, culture, etc.
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