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Titus 2:1-10 
• Standards for Chistian behavior 

o Contrasted with the pagan Cretans 

o Contrasted with the false religions on Crete 

• Five social groups divided by gender and age: 

o Old men 

o Old women 

o Young women 

o Young men 

▪ Special note to Titus, a “young man” 

o Slaves 

• Christian behavior is important as identified by the Greek conjunction hina  (‘) used four 

times meaning “in order that” 

o Each hina  (‘), “in order that” expresses the goal or purpose for the behavior 

o Correct Christian behavior has an impact on the pagan attitude toward Christianity: 

▪ 2:4 –  “…and so (hina - ‘)  train the young women….” 

▪ 2:5 – “that the word of God may not be reviled. 

▪ 2:8 – “sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be 

put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. 

▪ 2:10 – “so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. 

 

Titus 2:1 – But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.  

 
1. “You however” – 

a. Referring to Titus 

b. Contrast with: 

i. Cretans 

ii. False teachers 

iii. Chapter 1:15-16 – “…to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both 

their minds and their consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, but 

they deny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any 

good work. 

2. “Teach” from lalei meaning “speak” referring to teaching correct behavior, character, etc. 

a. This word is from laleo meaning “to talk, say, speak.  

3. “Accords” – prepei – meaning “to be suitable, proper”, “fit”, “right” 

4. “sound doctrine”  

a. “sound” – hygiainouse – meaning “to be in good health”, “to be uncorrupt” 
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b. Doctrine – didaskalia – from didaskalos (“Teacher”) and means “instruction, doctrine, 

learning, teaching” 

5. Holy, correct behavior comes from applying the holy, correct doctrine. 

a. Christianity is holy…it is to produce holy people 

b. Christians may choose not to be holy, but that does not mean their religion is not holy 

 

2:2 – Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and 

in steadfastness.  

 
 

2:3 – Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much 

wine. They are to teach what is good,  

 
 

2:4 – and so train the young women to love their husbands and children,  
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2:5 – to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own 

husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.  

 
 

2:6 – Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled.  

 
 

2:7 – Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show 

integrity, dignity,  
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2:8 – and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, 

having nothing evil to say about us. 

 
 

2:9 – Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be 

well-pleasing, not argumentative,  

 
 

2:10 – not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the 

doctrine of God our Savior. 

 
 


