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Titus 1:10-16 
• These 7 verses are the hinge for the purpose of Paul’s letter to Titus 

• The previous verses (1:5-9) told Titus to appoint leaders on Crete to help Titus establish the 

church 

• Verses 1:5-9 is “for” the problem identified in verses 1:10-16 

• THESE VERSES (1:10-16) identify the problem 

• Remainder of the book: 

o 2:1-10 – character traits and qualities of various people groups in the church 

o 2:11-15 – explanation why Titus’ work is urgent and identifies the future promises 

o 3:1-3 – general directions for all true believers 

o 3:4-8 – reasons for the general directions in 3:1-3 

o 3:9-11 – final warning concerning church controversies 

 

➔ This section identifies the negative side of the Cretan local church situation and the typical 

form of the troublesome people interfering inside the church. 

o This is not persecution 

o This is not trouble from the unbelieving community 

o This is rebels in the church with no truth (no faith, no salvation) teaching deception 

 

Titus 1:10 – “For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, 

especially those of the circumcision party. 

 
1. “For” indicates why Titus is to establish what is described in 1:5-9. 

2. “many – polloi – identifies a group in the church (house churches in every city on Crete) that 

had not conformed to Paul’s teaching.  “Many” is also used in: 

a. 1 Corinthians 16:9 – “a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are 

many adversaries.” 

b. Philippians 3:18 – “For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with 

tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.” 

3. “insubordinate” or “rebellious” – anypotaktoi – means “not being subject to something or 

someone.” 

a. Used already in Titus 1:6 – “if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife,[d] 

and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or 

insubordination.” 

4. “empty talkers” or “full of meaningless talk” – mataiologoi – 

a. From mataios (meaning “vain”, “empty”) and lego; (meaning “say, speak, utter”). 

Together the two words mean: “an idle (senseless, mischievous) talker” 
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b. Polycarp used mataiologia (noun cognate) when he wrote in 150 AD to the Philippians: 

“leaving behind the empty and meaningless talk and the error of the many” in his letter 

to the Philippians (Phil 2:1) 

5. “deception” – phrenapates – from phren (“understanding” and apate (deceitful, deceiving, 

delusion) to say “a mind-misleader” thus a “seducer”, “deceiver” 

a. Irenaeus used a form of the same word in 180 AD when he wrote, “You see, my fried, 

the method which these men employ to deceive themselves, while they abuse the 

Scriptures by endeavoring to support their own system out of them.” (Against Heresies 

1.9.1) 

6. “the circumcision party” 

a. A larger number of them were Jewish, not all of them, but a large portion were Jews 

who had accepted “Christianity”, but also, rejected important doctrines and aspects of 

Christianity. 

b. Even the Jews who accepted Jesus as the promised Messiah did not fully embrace 

Paul’s revelation of what that meant. 

c. “Circumcision group” mentioned in: 

i. Acts 10:45 – “And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with 

Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on 

the Gentiles.” 

ii. Acts 11:2 – “So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party 

criticized him, saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

iii. Romans 4:12 – “…to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely 

circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father 

Abraham had before he was circumcised.” 

iv. Galatians 2:12 – “For before certain men came from James, he was eating with 

the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing 

the circumcision party.” 

v. Colossians 4:10-11 – “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the 

cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions—if he 

comes to you, welcome him),  and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the 

only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, 

and they have been a comfort to me.” 

d. Sources outside the Bible attest to a large Jewish population on Crete at this time 

e. Josephus tells of a young man who “deceived” many Jews on Crete at this time writing 

the word “exapatesas” which is related to “phrenapates”, or “deception”, used in Titus 

1:10 

 

Titus 1:11 – “They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for 

shameful gain what they ought not to teach.  
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1. “Must” means “necessary” Titus must act on this issue now! 

2. “silenced” – from epistomizo - from epi (“on, upon, over, above, against”) and stoma (“mouth”) 

meaning to put something over the mouth or, to silence as in stop the mouths. 

a. Josephus uses this word referring to a Roman legion under Varus whose presence in 

Jerusalem after Herod the Great died in 4 BC would “keep the Jews quiet” 

b. Philo uses this word 17x with the sense of bridling a horse or an unruly passion for a 

constructive purpose, but not merely preventing sound. The silencing is done by correct 

teaching 

3. “households” would be: 

a.  families living in the same house (this is the subject of correction in Titus 2:1-10 

b. Believers who meet in these homes as a church 

4. These “households” were being overthrown by “teaching” 

5. The teaching is described as: 

a. “things that ought not be taught” 

b. Teaching “for the sake of base gain” 

i. “base”, “shameful” – aischrou – means “filthy”, “base”, “shameful” 

ii. “gain” – kerdous – referring to financial or numbers of followers (which meant 

power, money, prestige) 

iii. The false teachers’ motive was not education, but money 

1. Titus 1:7 

2. 1 Timothy 3:3,8; 6:10; 1 Peter 5:2 

3. Romans 16:17; 2 Peter 2:3, Acts 20:33; 1 Thess. 2:5 

Titus 1:12 – “One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said,  

“Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 

 
1. Cretans had a reputation that came from ancient times and still held true in Paul’s day 

2. 200’s BC “Cretans are thieves from way back, pirates; they never think along legal lines.” 

(Anthologia Graeca) 

3. Epimenides, a Cretan holy man from 500-600 BC was a Cretan poet/prophet 
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4. Paul tells Titus this information because it was true and it was the social culture of the Cretans. 

It was socially acceptable. So, any converts would have their minds and worldview renewed. 

(And, this was combined with those of the circumcision group, the Jews on Crete.) 

5. The social standard of Cretans was listed in three parts in this verse: 

a. Tendency to lie (without considering it wrong or sinful) 

i. “Cretans are always liars” is found word for word I Callimachus (Hymn to Zeus, 

line 8) 

ii. Noted for deceitfulness because a fundamental Cretan religious claim was to 

have the tomb of Zeus on Crete. But, that meant their god Zeus was human. 

1. Cretan theology was “theology from below” – the men became gods 

2. Olympian theology from Greece was “theology from above” where the 

gods came from above 

a. At times, like Zeus, they would take on human form to deceive men 

b. Practice life with animal excesses 

i. Crete, the island, was known for lack of wild animals. 

ii. But, the warfare on the island between tribes and the piracy on the sea routes 

and the practice of homosexual religious rites made the Cretans the wild animals 

of the island 

c. Ruled or guided by crude appetite 

6. The Cretan Problem: 

a. The Cretans who moved to Christianity were used to having religious lies as Truth (Zeus 

is buried here, but his grave is empty?)  

b. Combine this with immoral behavior resulted in chaos in the new Christian church 

c. Then, combine that with compromised Jewish Christians. 

d. So, the deceitful teaching for financial gain was a well-known cultural behavior of 

Cretans. 

     RELIGIOUS LIES TAUGHT AS TRUTH + IMMORAL BEHAVIOR + MONEY = CRETANS 

 

Titus 1:13 – “This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in 

the faith,  

 
1. Notice the motivation for rebuking them here (and, silencing them in 1:11 is to turn them back 

to be sound in the faith. 
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2. Here in verse 1:13-16: 

a. Paul explains  

i. the purpose for Titus “rebuking them sharply” 

ii. the characteristic of the false teachers 

3. Note: di hen aitian or “for which cause” refers back to the saying in the Cretan poem and 

acknowledges this statement was true and was the problem 

4. The goal is to change the Cretan teachers to “Sound Faith” or “healthy faith” 

5. “Healthy Faith” 

a. 2:11-14 

b. 3:4-7 

6. “Healthy Faith” 

a. Pays no attention to false doctrine 

i. 1 Tim. 1:4 

ii. 1 Tim 4:1 

7. The false doctrine to be ignored: 

a. Jewish myths 

i. Genealogies 

1. Titus 3:9 

2. 1 Timothy 1:4 

ii. Myths were fabricated traditions from OT hero stories used to create speculative 

exegetical methods used by the rabbis of Paul’s day 

 

Titus 1:14 – “not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people who turn 

away from the truth.  

 
 

 

Titus 1:15 – “To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; 

but both their minds and their consciences are defiled.  
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1. “Mind” receives, organizes, and holds information and beliefs 

2. “Conscience” uses information in the mind to judge and discern right and wrong. The 

conscience justifies the morals and behaviors 

3. If the mind is set in unbelief and approves false doctrine then the  conscience will allow and 

approve dysfunctional, inferior, evil ethics. 

 

Titus 1:16 – “They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable, 

disobedient, unfit for any good work.” 

 
 


