Micah 1:1-16
1. Micah chapter one has three sections after the introduction of the book in 1:1:
a. 1:2-7 – The coming punishment and the reason for the punishment
b. 1:8-9 – Micah’s frantic reaction to God’s pronouncement of judgment
c. 1:10-16 – Promised invasion of the Shephelah of Judah and a warning for Jerusalem
2. The date of this chapter is before Samaria’s fall in 722 BC. The mention of high places in
Jerusalem would seem to place this during the reign of Ahaz (specific sin in 2 Kings 16) who
even had turned the temple into a high place
3. The sin addressed by prophets of the 700’s BC (Amos, Micah, Hosea, Isaiah) was:
a. Social injustice
b. Idolatry (perverted worship with a twisted theology that still claimed the name of the
Lord while holding to some Mosaic ritual along with some pagan religious practices)
4. Micah is likely speaking in Jerusalem
Micah 1:1 – The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

Section 1
Micah 1:2 – Hear, you peoples, all of you;
pay attention, O earth, and all that is in it,
and let the Lord God be a witness against you,
the Lord from his holy temple.
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1. The nations are summoned and the earth is called to witness
a. The world is to watch the Lord judge his own people
b. The world is to learn the lesson that their day of judgment will come also
c. If God judges his own people, then definitely the world will also face a judgment
d. This is event is to serve as a teaching moment for the nations, if they will learn.
e. Judgment begins with the household of God according to Peter in 1 Peter 4:17
2. Micah 4:11-13 says the nations watched the judgment of God’s people gladly, but did not
understand it was a warm up for the judgment of the nations
3. Micah 7:8-10 indicates that the difference between Israel and the nations is the God of Israel
will forgive and restore. But, nations that do not know the Lord perish.
Micah 1:3 – For behold, the Lord is coming out of his place,
and will come down and tread upon the high places of the earth.

1. The Lord is not only transcendent (outside creation), he is also immanent (active and
appearing in creation)
2. “high places” – bamot –
a. Vocabulary meaning is “height” or “summit”
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b. It is used to refer to pagan sanctuaries including perverted Yahweh worship centers
c. It is also used to refer to place of security, protection such as a place of military
advantage over the enemy
Micah 1:4 – And the mountains will melt under him,
and the valleys will split open,
like wax before the fire,
like waters poured down a steep place.

Micah 1:5 – All this is for the transgression of Jacob
and for the sins of the house of Israel.
What is the transgression of Jacob?
Is it not Samaria?
And what is the high place of Judah?
Is it not Jerusalem?

1. Jerusalem and Samaria are named because these capital cities were the source of the social
injustice and the idolatry.
2. Jerusalem is the focus because Jerusalem will be judged, but also is the site of the future glory
of the kingdom of God
3. “high place of Judah” – bamot – is a repeat from the previous verse instead of using an
expected word “sin” (“sin of Jacob”) to balance the word phrase “transgression of Jacob”. This
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wording clearly identifies the “sin” of Jerusalem as the perverted religious system that claimed
to worship Yahweh.
Micah 1:6 – Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in the open country,
a place for planting vineyards,
and I will pour down her stones into the valley
and uncover her foundations.

Micah 1:7 – All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces,
all her wages shall be burned with fire,
and all her idols I will lay waste,
for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them,
and to the fee of a prostitute they shall return.

1. “prostitution” could refer to:
a. Actual prostitution which would mean the wages paid to prostitutes would be taken by
the soldiers and spent again on prostitutes
b. Idolatry, which was spiritual prostitution which would mean the offerings given to the
false religion would be taken by the soldiers. This money/fee/gold/silver would then be:
i. Paid to prostitutes, or
ii. Offered again in another pagan temple in Assyria

Section 2
Micah 1:8 – For this I will lament and wail;
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I will go stripped and naked;
I will make lamentation like the jackals,
and mourning like the ostriches.

1. Micah laments the predicted destruction of Samaria
2. Wailing and unclothed are a sign of mourning. (Isaiah used nakedness as a sign of being
taken captive Isaiah 20:2-3).
Micah 1:9 – For her wound is incurable,
and it has come to Judah;
it has reached to the gate of my people,
to Jerusalem.

Section 3 – Word Play with the names of the cities that will fall
Micah 1:10 – Tell it not in Gath;
weep not at all;
in Beth-le-aphrah
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roll yourselves in the dust.

1. The section begins with the same wording of David’s lamentation for Saul and Jonathan in 2
Samuel 1:20, “Tell it not in Gath”. But, this section also ends with a reminder of David’s days of
hiding from Saul in Adullam. It maybe that this section that predicts the fall of Judah’s
Shephelah is enclosed with references to the early, unraveling days of Judah’s glory, David.
2. All the cities mentioned are clustered in the Shephelah
3. Gath – gat – similar to the Hebrew word for “tell”.
4. Beth Ophrah – means “house of dust” and the inhabitants will roll in the dust
Micah 1:11 – Pass on your way,
inhabitants of Shaphir,
in nakedness and shame;
the inhabitants of Zaanan
do not come out;
the lamentation of Beth-ezel
shall take away from you its standing place.
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1. Shaphir – “beautiful”, “fair”, “pleasant” – will be naked and shamed
2. Zaanan – “come out” – will not be able to come out during their destruction
3. Beth Ezel – (beth means “house”) – ezel means “beside” “adjoining” – This city that was
beside or near Jerusalem, so near that a person could stand in the city and see Jerusalem.
But, this city would disappear in the destruction. Meaning the invading army was now right next
to Jerusalem
Micah 1:12 – For the inhabitants of Maroth
wait anxiously for good,
because disaster has come down from the Lord
to the gate of Jerusalem.

1. Maroth – “bitter” – this city is waiting for good or deliverance, but because of the situation the
disaster is now at the very gate of Jerusalem.
Micah 1:13 – Harness the steeds to the chariots,
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inhabitants of Lachish;
it was the beginning of sin
to the daughter of Zion,
for in you were found
the transgressions of Israel.

1. Lachish – is to flee
2. …
Micah 1:14 – Therefore you shall give parting gifts
to Moresheth-gath;
the houses of Achzib shall be a deceitful thing
to the kings of Israel.

1. Moresheth – “betrothed” – the bride that is given away is given parting gifts as she left her
family. This may indicate Moresheth would soon be leaving the presence of Jerusalem
2. ..
Micah 1:15 – I will again bring a conqueror to you,
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inhabitants of Mareshah;
the glory of Israel
shall come to Adullam.

1. Mareshah – similar to the noun form of the word Mareshah based on the Hebrew root word
meaning “to possess”. The word denotes a possessor or conqueror. The towns name may
have been given to it when it had been conquered. But now it will be conquered and taken
from the conquerors.
2. Adullam – the place where David fled, but now the glory of Israel will also flee as the kingdom
fades away.
Micah 1:16 – Make yourselves bald and cut off your hair,
for the children of your delight;
make yourselves as bald as the eagle,
for they shall go from you into exile.
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