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Mark 9:1-13 
• Peter refers to this event in 2 Peter 1:16-21 

• The revelation the disciples have just wrapped their mind around that Jesus is the Messiah 

o But, this is followed by the big revelation that the Messiah (Jesus) must suffer. 

o Thus, the point of these verses…the victory after the suffering. 

Mark 9:1 – “And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 

taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” 

 
1. All three synoptic (Mt, Mk, Lk) Gospels preface the transfiguration with this statement. 

a. Matthew 16:28 

b. Mark 9:1 

c. Luke 9:27 

2. “Truly” or “Amen” or “I tell you the truth” 

a. Is Jesus speaking with authority revealing a doctrinal truth 

b. Is the equivalent of the OT prophets saying, “Thus says the LORD…” 

c. Is Jesus speaking as YHWH. Jesus is not speaking for God, but speaking as God. 

d. Is Jesus assuming the authority of YHWH. 

3. The big revelation that has just  

9:2 – “And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 

high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
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1. Most specific timeline Mark provides in the whole book until the final week of Jesus life. 

2. Mt. Hermon most likely – 9,166 feet.  

a. Some suggest Mt. Tabor (1,843 feet) but there was a Roman garrison there with a wall 

around the top. 

9:3 – “and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 

 
1. Matthew says Jesus’s face shone.  

2. This is similar to Moses going up the Mountain in Exodus 24. IN Exodus 24:16 cloud of God’s 

glory covered Mt. Sinai and on the 7th day (as here) God called out to Moses 

3. Exodus 34:29 Moses face shone when he came down from Mount Sinai 

a. Moses reflected God’s glory 

b. Jesus was God’s glory 

4. Exodus 33:17-23 – Moses cannot see God’s face and live 

9:4 – “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 
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1. Moses = Law; Elijah = Prophets 

a. Malachi 4:4-6 

b. Revelation 11:3-11 

2. Notice in the Greek text Elijah appeared “with” Moses possibly confirming Moses superiority 

3. Moses and Elijah appear to confirm Jesus’ superiority and, then, they depart leaving only 

Jesus. 

4. The writing of the Law (Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah?) spoke of Jesus and his mission  

5. Luke 9:31 says they spoke about his departure and Jerusalem 

9:5 – “And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one 

for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

 
1. Apparently in Peter’s eyes three great men of God were there, but they were not equal. Jesus 

was God: 

a. Moses 

b. Elijah 

c. Jesus 

2. Peter’s desire for three tabernacle’s was to protect the disciples from the glory that was being 

displayed. Similar to the need for the tabernacle to cover the glory of God and the Ark of the 

Covenant 

9:6 – “For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 

 
 

9:7 – “And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my 

beloved Son; listen to him.” 
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1. God clears this confusion up by speaking: 

a. “This is my son.” 

i. In Mark 1:11 God also speaks to Jesus to confirm to Jesus that he is the Son by 

saying, “You are my Son.” 

ii. Here God confirms to the disciples that “This is my Son.” 

b. Sending a cloud to envelop or overshadow them 

i. “overshadow” – episkiazein is the same Greek word used in the LXX for: 

1. Exodus 40:35 – the tabernacle -  

“Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud 

settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

2. 1 Kings 8:10-11 – the temple -  

“And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house 

of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the 

cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 

9:8 – “And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 

 
1. Only Jesus is left…and, he is left with the mission to suffer before the kingdom. 

9:9 – “And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they 

had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
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9:10 – “So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead 

might mean. 

 
 

9:11 – “And they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” 

 
 

9:12 – “And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore all things. And how is it written 

of the Son of Man that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? 

 
 

9:13 – “But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is 

written of him.” 

 
1. What Jezebel wanted to do to Elijah, Herodias did do. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodias
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