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Mark 4:35-41 
1. Four Stories and Four Decisions – Mark 4:35-6:6 

a. Storm - Faith or Fear (4:35-41) 

b. Gerasene demoniac – Acceptance or Rejection (5:1-20) 

c. Jairus and Woman – Faith or espair (5:21-43) 

d. Hometown Nazareth Belief or Disbelief (6:1-6)  

2. The disciples are on the inside, but they must continually ask and learn: “Who is this?” 

a. The disciples believe, but they do not know. 

b. The disciples have faith, but are afraid of what they do not yet understand. 

3. This account has many first hand details that are less vivid in Matt. 8:23-27 and Luke 8:22-25 

a. Hour of the day 

b. The disciples took Jesus from the boat he was teaching in 

c. Presence of other boats 

d. The boat taking on water 

e. Jesus sleeping on a cushion 

f. Disciples’ sarcasm 

g. Jesus’ rebuke 

4. Matches OT accounts of God stopping storms: 

a. Jonah 1 

b. Psalm 107:23-32 

5. The “Jesus Boat” 

a. Found during a drought off coast of Sea of Galillee five miles south of Capernaum 

b. 26.5 feet long, 7.5 feet wide, 4.5 feet high 

c. Matches design of first-century mosaic of a Galilean boat one mile from where the 

“Jesus Boat” was found at Migdal 

d. Also, a 500’s AD mosaic at Madeba 

e. Carbon 14 dates it to 120 BC-40 AD 

f. Propelled by four rowers, two on each side 

g. Full capacity of 15 people 

h. This boat matches the details of the boat in this story 

6. Sea of Galilee is: 

a. 700 feet below sea level 

b. Surrounded by hills and mountains 

c. Mt. Hermon is 30 miles NE at the height of 9,200 feet above sea level 

d. Interchange of cold upper air from Mt. Hermon and warm air rising from the encircled 

Sea of Galilee produces weather conditions called “ 

4:35 – “On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other 

side.”  

 
 



2 
 

4:36 – “And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other 

boats were with him. 

 
 

4:37 – “And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the 

boat was already filling. 

 
1. “a storm violent of wind” – lailaps megale anemou –  

a. Lailaps means “a hurricane” and is used to say “a sudden storm, squall, whirlwind, hurricane” 

b. Megale is megas meaning “great” 

c. Anemou is “wind” 

4:38 – “But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 

 
1. “stern” is the back of the boat 

a. Jonah was sleeping and the captain woke him up 

2. “melei” refers to concern or the object of concern. The disciples ask are we of no concern?? 

3. Apollymetha – means “to destroy, destroy utterly 
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4:39 – “And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the 

wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 

 
1. “rebuke” – epitiman – is used in 1:25 and 3:12 of demons 

2. “Be still” Greek has sense of “muzzled”  

 

4:40 – “He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 

 
 

4:41 – “And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that 

even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

 
 

1. Feared more from Jesus authority and power than the storm. 
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