Malachi — Introduction
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Malachi (*DX77)

e Last book in the collection known as the Minor Prophets (English) or the Book of the Twelve
(Hebrew)

e “malachi” means “my messenger”

e This is the name of the prophet, but also the theme of the book:
“Behold, | send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,
behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.” — Malachi 3:1
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“For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people[d] should seek instruction from his
mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.” — Malachi 2:7
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No personal details provided for the man Malachi (family, profession, history, etc.)
An old Jewish tradition in the Talmud claims that Ezra was the “Messenger” (or, “Malachi”)

o Sages and scholars reject this since “Malachi” here is a personal name.

o An Aramaic Targum adds after “Malachi” in 1:1 “whose name is Ezra the Scribe.”

o Jewish tradition understands the name of the book Malachi is like the name of the books
Jeremiah, Isaiah, Zephaniah, Habakkuk...these writings are named after the men who
prophesied and wrote them.

Jewish tradition holds that Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi helped establish “The Great
Synagogue” that was the body of Jewish leaders that helped preserve the Scriptures and hand on
the traditions of the religion of the scribes.

Manuscripts

Content

Date

150-125 BC - The earliest text of Malachi
come from fragments at Qumran in Dead Sea
Scrolls called 4QXlla that have 1:13-14 and
2:10-4:6.

75 BC — from Qumran 4QXII with Malachi 3;6-
7

5QpMal Malachi 1:14

50 BC - Damascus Document with Malachi
1:10and Malachi 3:16-18

47 of the 55 verses are personal addresses of
the Lord
Malachi addressed
o moral deterioration
spiritual lethargy
failure to bring tithes
intermarriage and divorce
economic struggle and oppression
gifts offered to governor
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The date is unknown, but clearly:
Temple is rebuilt
Post-exile Judah
During the Persian Empire
Reference to the “governor” (peha)
The hope inspired in 520 by Haggai and Zechariah had faded. Their promises seem to
have failed? Wealth once temple completed, restoration of Davidic covenant and throne,
Jeremiah’s New Covenant...
Suggestions by scholars include:
o 460 BC - Prior to the return of Ezra 458 BC
o 450 BC - Right before Nehemiah arrived in 445 BC
o 435 BC - Before Nehemiah’s second term as governor around 431-428 BC
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o 430 BC — After Nehemiah and Ezra at the end of Artaxerxes reign (425 BC)

Historical Setting

e 459 BC — Greeks from Athens captured Memphis in Egypt

e Mediterranean coast along Israel and Ashdod controlled by Greeks

e 460-454 Persia needed a strong presence in Judah

e 454 BC — Greeks driven from Egypt

e 449 BC — peace between Greece and Persia. Need for Judah faded.

e Ezra 4:9-16 and 17-22 Artaxerxes orders reconstruction of Jerusalem stop

e 445 BC - Arrive Nehemiah to rebuild and restore a collapsed and collapsing Jerusalem

e Sometime in this timeframe 445-425 Malachi writes to continue what Haggai and Zechariah had
started in 520 BC

Style of Writing
e Covenant lawsuits and disputation speeches
o The prophet confronts the people for God in combative dialogue which include:
= Aclaim of truth declared by the prophet
= A hypothetical dialogue response by the people to refute the claim. Usually stated
as a question
= Arestatement by the prophet in dialogue form of the original statement of truth
= The presentation of supporting evidence that the prophet speaking for God is
correct. Very often it is God speaking in first person.
e The covenants addressed in Malachi
Covenant with Levi -2:4,5, 8
Covenant of our fathers - 2:10
Marriage covenant - 2:14
Messenger of the covenant - 3:1
These covenants had been broken and there was a curse coming for having broken the
covenant
e The use of Quotations in monologue form
o The Lord makes a statement that is not merely responded to in order to resolve the
conflict. The monologue of quotes becomes more complex as quotes and dialogue
continue
o Sometimes the prophet speaks for the Lord, but in most cases the Lord is speaking himself
(1%t person), but even switching to the Lord speaking for himself in 2" or 3™ person the
Lord is speaking.
o Quotation formulas:
=  3x — “says the LORD Almighty”
= 1x - "“the LORD says”
= 1x - “this is what the LORD Almighty says”
= 1:9-“Now implore God to be gracious to us. With such offerings from your hands,
will he accept you? Says the LORD Almighty”
= 1:10-14 — 4x “says the LORD almighty”, includes
e it appears Malachi speaks in 1:14, “Cursed be the cheat who has a male in
his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished.”
e but returns to first person, “For | am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and
my name will be feared among the nations.”
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26x — “says Yahweh of hosts” (NIV: “the LORD Almighty”)

4x — “says Yahweh” (NIV: “the LORD”)

1 x — “says Yahweh the God of Israel” (NIV: “the LORD God of Israel”)
1x — “the declaration of Yahweh” (NIV: “the LORD says”)
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Divisions and Sections

English Bible has 4 chapters; Hebrew text has 3 divisions with 4:1-6 being part of ch. 3)
Divided by speeches:

o #1-1:2-5

o #2-1.6-2:9

o #3-2:10-16

o #4-2:17-3:5

o #5-3:6-12

o #6-3:13-4:3

o Additional info #A—4:4

o Additional info #B — 4:5-6

Three Sections
o Priests instructed to Honor God — 1:2-2:9
o Judah instructed to be Faithful — 2:10-3:6
o Judah instructed to Return to God — 3:7-24

Malachi Used in New Testament

1:2-3 - Romans 9:13 — “As it is written, “Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated.”
1:6 — Luke 6:46 — “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do what | tell you?
1:11 - 2 Thessalonians 1:12 — “so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2:7-8 — Matthew 23:3 — “so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they

do. For they preach, but do not practice.”
2:10 — 1 Corinthians 8:6 — “yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.”
31— Matthew 11:10 — “This is he of whom it is written, “Behold, | send my messenger
before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly, | say to you, among
those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John
the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

3:2 - Revelation 6:17 — “for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can
stand?”
3:3 - 1 Peter 1:7 — “so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than

gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

3.7 - James 4:8 — “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”

4:5 — Matthew 11:14 — “and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.”

4:5-6 — Luke 1:17 — “he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the

hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to
make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”



