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Luke 2:9-38 
 

2:9 – And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear.  

 
1. Two things occur: 

a. An angel appears and speaks 

b. The Shechinah Glory appears 

i. The Greek word doxa, “glory”, refers to the glory of God that appeared on Mt. 

Sinai, in the tabernacle and Temple 

ii. This glory left the Temple in 592 according Ezekiel 8-12 

iii. This glory has not been seen for 586 years now reappears at Jesus’ birth 

2:10 – And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people.  

 
 

2:11 – For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  



2 
 

 
1. These are titles used for Caesar Augustus, but now a new ruler has been born 

a. Augustus was known as Savior 

b. Augustus had established peace in Empire 

c. Titles in line with Isaiah 9:1-7 

d. LXX uses “soter” (savior) for God in the OT because God delivers his people 

2:12 – And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.”  
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2:13 – And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 

and saying, 

 
 

2:14 – “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
1. Heavenward to God: 

a. Angels respond to salvation for man by giving God glory 

b. Shepherds follow this example in 2:20 

2. Earthward to men 

a. The good news for Israel extends to all people favored by God 

b. “Favored by God” is inclusive meaning the whole world, not exclusive 

3. Thews two lines are in parallel: 

Glory To God In the highest 

Peace To those he favors On earth 

 

4. There is “glory”, so there is “peace” 

5. There is glory to God because he has given peace to those he favors on earth 

6. The dominion of God has brought peace, shalom, justice on earth 
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2:15 – When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.”  

 
1. Response to angelic visitations: 

a. Zechariah – unbelief (1:18, 20) 

b. Mary – acceptance, faith (1:38-40) 

c. Shepherds – obedience, affirm Lord’s word, haste, saw, testified, glorified God, praised 

God for revelation to them 

 

2:16 – And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  
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2:17 – And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 

this child.  

 
 

2:18 – And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  

 
1. “wondered”, “marveled”, “amazement” is expected response (and, seen throughout Luke), but: 

a. it is not the same as faith 

b. it is not the same as understanding 

c. Even the uncommitted crowds are amazed 

d. Mary, too, is amazed, but “treasured” and “pondered” for faith and understanding 
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2:19 – But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  

 
 

2:20 – And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

 
 

2:21 – And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 
1. Circumcised on the eighth day is from Genesis 17:9-14 and Leviticus 12:3  

2. Obedient to God’s naming Jesus through Gabriel’s announcement 
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2:22 – And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  

1. Mary’s purification is according to Leviticus 12, but the spotlight is on Jesus’ arrival at the 

temple. The purpose is to take Jesus to the temple. While they are there Mary is purified also. 

2. Ordinary and expected process. The point is to show Mary and Joseph are obedient in these 

verses: 2:21; 2:22; 2:23-24; 2:39  

 

2:23 – (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 

called holy to the Lord”)  

1. This verse is actually a combination of three verses in Exodus 13 

a. 13:2 – “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb 

among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 

b. 13:12 – “you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of 

your animals that are males shall be the Lord's.” 

c. 13:15 – “For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. 

Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the 

firstborn of my sons I redeem.’” 

 

2:24 – and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”  

 

2:25 – Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  

1. After the birth, circumcision, naming and presentation of the child at the Temple a prophecy is 

given for the child to confirm all that has happened. 

2. Luke provides credentials for the man who prophesied in the Temple courts to Jesus: 

a. Righteous and devout 

b. Waiting for the consolation of Israel. This refers to an eschatological anticipation of 

God’s reign on earth through Israel 

c. Holy Spirit was upon him and Holy Spirit was active in his life 

d. The man was led by the Spirit to be here at the Temple when the Christ arrived 

3. The evidence of the Holy Spirit’s activity in righteous Simeon’s life was that he was here at the 

same time as the Christ. 

 

2:26 – And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 

had seen the Lord's Christ.  

 

2:27 – And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law,  

1. A normal, customary event that every parent in Israel should have done suddenly becomes a 

supernatural manifestation of the Spirit of God with a Word from God. 
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2:28 – he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

1. When a prophecy was given about John it spoke of who John would become 

2. When this prophecy is given about Jesus it spoke of who Jesus WAS. 

3. These are the things Simeon mentions, as did Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary and the angels: 

a. Righteousness 

b. Presence of Holy Spirit 

c. Inspiration of Holy Spirit 

d. Hope for deliverance 

e. Joy and Praise 

f. Lord (master) and Slave (servant) 

g. Peace 

h. Savior, Salvation 

i. Preparation 

j. Universal appeal and application 

k. Dawning, light 

l. Fulfilled Israel 

m. Sifting of Israel 

n. Social transformation 

4. All the above are part of Jesus’ mission 

2:29 – “Lord, now you are letting your servant[e] depart in peace, 

    according to your word; 

 

2:30 – for my eyes have seen your salvation 

2:31 – that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 

2:32 – a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

1. Light for the Gentiles is in agreement with Old Testament: 

a. Genesis 12:3 – “I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 

curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

b. Genesis 17:4 – “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a 

multitude of nations.” 

c. Isaiah 40:5 – “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

d. Isaiah 42:6 – “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the 

hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations.” 

e. Isaiah 49:6 – “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes 

of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the 

f. that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

g. Isaiah 52:9-10 – “Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for 

the Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared 
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his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the 

salvation of our God.” 

 

2:33 – And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.  

1. Indicating they were still processing the information along with the previous events. They were 

learning. 

2:34 – And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed 

for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed  

1. Simeon addresses Mary, but speaks of Jesus 

2. Division caused by Jesus seen in: 

a. Isaiah 8:14-15 – “He will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of 

stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

And many shall stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and 

taken.” 

b. Isaiah 28:16 – “Therefore thus says the Lord God, 

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a 

precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: ‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ 

 

2:35 – (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 

hearts may be revealed.” 

 

2:36 – And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 

virgin,  

1. Asher is the 8th son of Jacob and the tribe is from northern Israel 

 

2:37 – and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 

worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.  

1. Both Simeon and Anna speak of Israel’s fulfillment in Jesus 

2. Simeon also speaks of a division in Israel because of Jesus 

3. Age = wisdom 

4. Remained a widow – dedicated to Lord 

5. The number 84 is unclear in the Greek. 

a. She was 84 years old 

b. She had been a widow for 84 years old after being married of 7 years making her about 

105 years old 

 

2:38 – And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him 

to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

1. Redemption of Jerusalem – Consolation of Israel (as in 2:25) 

2. Jesus is now forty days old. 

 

 


