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Jude 14-17 
Jude’s use of a written text followed by his comment and application of the text: 

  WRITTEN TEXT  JUDE’S COMMENT 

1. Jude 5-7 Jude reminds readers of: 
a. Exodus generation destroyed for not 

keeping faith (Exodus, Numbers) 
b. Angels who locked up for leaving their 

place (Genesis 6) 
c. Sodom consumed with fire for pursuing 

unnatural desire (Genesis 19) 

Jude 
8 

False teachers likewise 
rely on dreams, defile 
flesh, reject authority and 
blaspheme the 
glories…they will also be 
destroyed, kept for 
judgment and be 
consumed with eternal fire 

2. Jude 9 Jude recalls archangel Michael contending 
with the devil simply saying, “The Lord rebuke 
you.” 
(Ascension of Moses and Zechariah 3:2) 

Jude 
10 

False teachers blaspheme 
what they do not 
understand and are 
destroyed like animals by 
things they do understand 

3. Jude 11 Jude selects 3 examples of behavior that 
guarantees judgment from the Lord: 

a. Way of Cain (Genesis 4) 
b. Balaam’s error of going after gain 

(Numbers 22-25) 
c. Korah’s rebellion (Numbers 16) 

Jude 
12-13 

False teachers are hidden 
disasters, shepherd only 
themselves, waterless 
clouds blown by wind, 
waves of sea foaming up 
shame, wandering stars 
heading into eternal 
darkness 

4. Jude 14-
15 

Enoch’s prophecy (1 Enoch 1:9) that the Lord 
is coming with his angels to judge all ungodly 
for: 

a. Ungodly deeds 
b. Harsh words 

Jude 
16 

False teachers are 
hopeless and heading for 
same judgment because 
of deeds and  
their harsh words:  
- grumblers 
- discontented 
- loud-mouthed boasters 
- flattering 

 

Jude 14 – It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, 

“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones,  
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Jude 15 – to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of 

ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that 

ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”  

 
1. “execute judgment” and “to convict” 

a. Jesus Christ will come to “execute judgment” 

i. This is the role of God 

ii. This is an eschatological event promised throughout the OT and in the Gospels 

and NT 

b. Jesus Christ will come “to convict” 

i. Convict means to show someone their sin and call them to change. But, no hope 

here… 

ii. This conviction or rebuke is now no longer instructive, leading to repentance or 

educational 

iii. This conviction is the seal of hopelessness. 

iv. The truth of their evil will be exposed, but there is no hope of redemption. 

2. Two words used four times each: 

a. “All” – panton 

b. “Ungodly” – asebeia, asebeo 

3. Wicked are judged for two things. Those who reject the Lord demonstrate it two ways in life: 

a. Deeds 

i. This was the theme for Jude 5-11, the deeds of the wicked 

b. Words 

i. This is the theme of Jude 16, the words of the wicked 

ii. The words are “harsh” – skleron – meaning “hard”, “rough” and used to say 

1. “hard, violent, harsh, stern” 

2. Conveys reproach 

3. These are harsh words that are inhumane and uncivil. 

iii. The word “harsh” – skleron – is also used in: 

1. 1 Enoch 5:4 where it says, “harsh words” – sklerous logous  

2. 1 Enoch 101:3 – “You utter bold and hard words (megala kai sklera) 

against his righteousness” 
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3. 1 Enoch 27:2 where judgment is pronounced against “those who speak 

with their mouth unbecoming words against the Lord and utter hard words 

concerning his glory.” 

4. A quote from 1 Enoch 5:4 – “You have not done the commandments of the Lord, but you have 

transgressed and spoken slanderously grave and harsh words with your impure mouths 

against his greatness” 

 

Jude 16 - These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires; they are loud-

mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage. 

 
1. Two things the false teachers do: 

a. Ungodly words 

b. Ungodly deeds 

2. The ungodly words were identified as: 

a. “fault finders” – mempsimoiros – this was a character in Greek plays that was never 

happy. They want what they do not have. Never satisfied with what happens. In winter 

they like summer, but in summer they want winter. 

i. It’s a critical attitude 

ii. It’s habitual complaining 

iii. The false teachers were quick to find fault and weakness in others and the Lord 

b. “grumblers” – gongustes /gong-goos-mos/ -  

i. this is an onomatopoeic / aa·nuh·maa·tuh·po-ic/ word (a word that phonetically 

imitates, resembles the sound it describes such as “bang”, “coo”, “bubble” in 

English). 

ii. In the Greek gongustues /gong-goos-mos/ imitates the low, muttering, murmuring 

sound of a grumble. 

iii. “Grumbling” is the distinguishing character trait of a man without God 

1. Grumble about their lot in life 

2. Grumble about their luck 

iv. Paul used this word to describe the grumbling of the Exodus Generation in 1 

Corinthians 10:9-10 -  

“We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 

serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the 

Destroyer.” 

v. Philippians 1:14-15 – “Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may 

be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.” 
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3. Enoch’s prophecy was the announcement of the fate of men like this who were “fault finders” 

(never happy, never satisfied) and “grumblers” (complaining about their place in life, upset 

about how things happen) 

4. The thing that drives, motivates, provides priority for these false leaders is: 

a. By following their own sinful desires 

b. Literally, “they live by their passions” 

c. Self is all that matters 

5. Believers should be motivated by God’s desire, God’s purpose, God’s goals, God’s priorities. 

These men are driven by the lower passions of the evil nature of man. 

6. The heretics in the church do two things with their words: 

a. “Boast about themselves” 

i. Their praise (positive comments) of themselves is to promote themselves 

ii. Literally: “their mouths speak haughty (bombastic) words” 

iii. “boastful” or “great swelling” is from hyperonka /hoop-er-ong-kos/ which means 

“of excessive weight”, “of excessive size”. Hyperonka is used to say 

“immoderate, boastful, excessive, pompous” 

iv. This is the word used to describe Antiochus Epiphanes and the Antichrist in: 

1. Daniel 7:8-11 – “I considered the horns, and behold, there came up 

among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns 

were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the 

eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.” 

2. Daniel 11:36 – “And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself 

and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak astonishing things 

against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the indignation is 

accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done.” 

v. The false teachers boast of themselves over and against God. 

b. “Flatter others for their own advantage” 

i. Their praise (positive comments) of others is to manipulate people into a position 

that is most favorable for the false teachers/leaders. 

ii. Literally “honoring faces for the sake of advantage” 

iii. Disregard for God leaves a man fearing men and their opinion. 

Fear of God drives out the fear of man. 

iv. James 2:1 – “My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.” 

7. Since it is clear there is something to be gained by the false teachers within Jude’s churches it 

is then clear the people in these churches were not poor, suffering or in need. The people 

being led astray were people that had something that could be taken from them by the self-

serving false teachers. The false teachers spoke against God and manipulated the people to 

promote themselves over God and gain the “possessions” of the people. 

8. Paul writes to the Thessalonians in 2:5-6 -  

“For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is 

witness. Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we could 

have made demands as apostles of Christ.” 

False Teachers, Heretics True Shepherd, Servant of God 

godless righteous 

practice impiety practice justice 
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Jude 17 - But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 
1. The readers are called “beloved” which indicates they are loved by God and are in a 

relationship: 

a. Their relationship (beloved) is established by a covenant (New Covenant).  

b. They are secure and favored. 

c. But, they are facing serious opposition from leadership that is hopeless and already 

condemned. 

d. There are two groups in this letter: 

i. The New Covenant believers, or the true church, preserved for glory. 

ii. The false shepherds (false teachers, heretics) who are hopeless and destined for 

darkness 
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From “Titanic Faith” (2015) → https://www.titanicfaith.org/section2.html#1  

https://www.titanicfaith.org/section2.html#1
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