Joel 2:18-27


This may be the Lord’s responses to the lamenting and repenting done by the people in
Jerusalem after they heard the advice in the previous verses (Joel 2:12-17). This may be a
prophecy given to Joel by the Lord for the people in real time after the solemn assembly.
 A response from the Lord after mourning was common. For example 2 Chronicles 20 where a
Levite responded after Jehoshaphat’s lamented before the Lord.
 Some of the Psalms may have been the Lord’s response to repentance by the people
 Breakdown of these verses:
o Introduction of God’s response:
 2:18
o Two oracles:
 2:19-20
 2:24-27
o Prophetic song of joy encouraging the people:
 2:21-23
Joel 2:18 – “Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people.

1. The repentance and public assembly were successful
2. “Jealous” and “Zealous” are the meaning of the Hebrew word qanah
3. “pity” is from a word that means “spared”
Joel 2:19 – “The LORD answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain,
wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the
nations.

1. The food staples will be restored: Grain, Wine, Oil
2. “No more make you a reproach” seems unconditional and irreversible.
a. If this was spoken in Joel’s day to be fulfilled in Joel’s day then there is a challenge
since Judah would again fall to the Gentiles in 70 AD.
b. This gives this promise of restoration an eschatological sense to be fulfilled in the end.
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c. The prophecy and promises may be mixed to include both contemporary and
eschatological fulfillment
Joel 2:20 – “I will remove the northerner far from you, and drive him into a parched and
desolate land, his vanguard into the eastern sea, and his rear guard into the western sea; the
stench and foul smell of him will rise, for he has done great things.

1. “Northerner”
a. Some say this refers to the locust even though locust invasions come from the south,
southeast being carried in by the prevailing winds.
i. The locust invasion of 1915 came from the northeast.
ii. This one of Joel’s day could have come from the north? But, it would be very rare
and unusual for “northerner” to refer to something this rare since it would not
make sense.
iii. If this is locust then they would be blown into the two seas by the wind just as
Jerome says he observed in his day when he saw heaps of dead locusts rotting
and stinking up the beaches which even endangered the health of man and
beasts.
b. Yet, it a physical invading army from the north needs to be considered.
i. Joel 3:9
ii. Daniel 11:40
iii. Ezekiel 38:2, 6, 15 and 39:2 (they also advance like a cloud 38:15-16, and are
buried toward the sea 39:1-20 (39:11)
iv. Zechariah 14:2
Joel 2:21 – “Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things!
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Joel 2:22 – “Fear not, you beasts of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the
tree bears its fruit; the fig tree and vine give their full yield.

Joel 2:23 – “Be glad, O children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given the
early rain for your vindication; he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the
latter rain, as before.

Joel 2:24 – “The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.
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Joel 2:25 – “I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the
destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you.

Joel 2:26 – “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your
God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame.

Joel 2:27 – “You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God
and there is none else. And my people shall never again be put to shame.
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