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Hebrews 11:5-7   
 Abel, Enoch and Noah were before the flood. 

 Three stages: 
o Abel commended as righteous (salvation by believing the promise.)  
o Enoch walked with God in life and was taken (taken before the judgment) 
o Noah understood the passing away of his age/world and the coming of the new age or 

a new world after the coming flood. (lived through judgment into the next age) 
11:5 – “By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, 

because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased 

God

πίστις      Ἐνώχ         μετατίθημι      ὁ        μή       ὁράω      θάνατος      καί      οὐ      εὑρίσκω     διότι 

by faith    Enoch       was removed            not      to see      death         and    not    was 

found   because 

μετατίθημι     αὐτός    ὁ    θεός     πρό      γάρ    ὁ     μετάθεσις          μαρτυρέω    
removed            him           God    before   for            removal          he has obtained witness 

εὐαρεστέω                                         ὁ       θεός 
to having been well pleasing                 to God 

Genesis 5:18, 21-24 

The Septuagint says, 

“Enoch was well-pleasing to God after his begetting Mathusala . . . And Enoch was well-
pleasing to God, and was not found, because God translated him.” 

The translators of the Septuagint simply interpreted the meaning of the phrase “walked with 
God”.  They correctly took this phrase to mean Enoch lived in a way that pleased God.  This is 
attested to in Micah 6:8. Thus, the writer of Hebrews doesn’t say Enoch “walked with God” but 

instead says, “εὐαρεστέω” or “well-pleasing” 

The Septuagint also says in Genesis 4:24, “And Enoch was well-pleasing to God, and was not found, 
because God translated him.” 
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Again, the focus is on the righteousness of a man, but this righteousness is credited to the 
man’s faith. 

The word “μετατίθημι” - metatithemi – means to transfer” and “to change”. It is translated “removed” or 
“translated”. This word is also used in Acts 7:16 – “From there they were removed (carried over) to 
Shechem.” Galatians 1:6 – “quickly deserting (removed from) Him who called you.” Hebrews 7:12 – 
“For when the priesthood is changed…” 

11:6 – “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God 

must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

 

 

χωρίς    δέ     πίστις       ἀδύνατος        εὐαρεστέω       πιστεύω      γάρ      δεῖ      ὁ     προσέρχομαι 

without   but   faith        impossible        well pleasing    to believe    for          it     the  approaching 

 θεός        ὅτι         εἰμί        καί      ὁ         ἐκζητέω       αὐτός        μισθαποδότης         γίνομαι 
to God     that      he is       and    the     seeking out    him          a rewarder               becomes 

To live by faith is to be able to produce righteousness in life because of faith in your soul. 
So, a person of faith must: 
1. Believe that there is a God 
2. Believe that God fulfills his promises 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once God has spoken his word (or, promises) then: 

1. God’s responsibility is to fulfill his word 

2. Man’s responsibility is to obey God’s word 

 

Anyone who:  

 expects to “come to him” or “approach God” (represented by Enoch being taken by God)  

 must be “well-pleasing” to God.  

 To be “well-pleasing” you must have faith.  

 To have faith you must believe God is and that he keeps his word. 

 

You cannot trust that God will keep his word: 

 If you do not believe God exists. 

 If this is the case then you cannot have faith. 

 Without faith you cannot live a righteous, “well-pleasing” life. 

 If you are not “well-pleasing” to God you cannot and will not approach him. 

 

Approaching God is important to the author of Hebrews.   

The application here may be the readers of this letter need to learn how to approach God.  

This has been mentioned in: 4:16; 7:25; 10:1, 22. 
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11:7 –“By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear 

constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and 

became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 
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πίστις         χρηματίζω      Νῶε      περί        ὁ       μηδέπω       βλέπω      εὐλαβέομαι        κατασκευάζω 

κιβωτός       εἰς        σωτηρία      ὁ      οἶκος      αὐτός      διά     ὅς       κατακρίνω      ὁ      κόσμος  

καί      ὁ        κατά        πίστις       δικαιοσύνη        γίνομαι         κληρονόμος 

Noah is an example of faith in action.  
When warned of the coming judgment Noah:  

1.      Believed in God 
2.      Believed God kept his word.  In this case his promise to destroy the earth. 

  
This was all accomplished by faith. The result was: 

1.      the condemnation of his generation 
2.      became the heir of righteousness 

Events NOT YET SEEN today: 
1. 2 Peter 3:6 
2. Isaiah 2:1-5 
3. Ezekiel 40:1-4 
4. Psalm 48:2 – “Beautiful in loftiness, the joy of all the earth, like the peaks of Zaphon is Mount 

Zion, the city of the great King.” 
5. Zechariah 14:3-11 

Faith has been described as: 
1.      Proof of the unseen reality (11:1) 
2.      Mental perception that the seen world exists because of the unseen world (11:3) 
3.      Basis for righteous actions (11:4) 
4.      Means of continuing after death (11:4) 
5.      Resulting in ability to approach God, indeed, being taken to God (11:5) 
6.      Necessary to please God (11:6) 
7.      Causes active and passive results (11:7) 

a.  Active – built an ark 
b.  Passive – condemned the world 
c.  Passive – became heir of the righteousness 
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The map above shows the location of a few of the original flood legends that were native to the 
people from these areas. These flood accounts did not come from the Bible but were handed down 
through generations and probably date back to the actual event recorded accurately and in detail in  
the Bible. 
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                                                                                                    Flood Table or Gilgamesh Table (British Museum) 
The Gilgamesh Epic of the king of Uruk from  
around 2800 BC were written down around 2100 BC.  
The plaque above shows Gilgamesh standing  
in victory on the slain head of Humbaba  
which is recorded in the fifth tablet (OIM). 

 


