Hebrews 3:5-15
Hebrews 3:5 – “Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things
that were to be spoken later,

1. Moses was a servant in God’s household (Israel in Moses’ case)
2. Christ is the heir of the household (which means he is also the heir of the servant Moses)
3:6 – “but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold
fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.”

1. Jesus serves God’s household today which is all believers (the church)
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2. “if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope”
a. “if indeed” – ean –
b. The condition of the “if” in 3:6 and 3:14 is the third class condition which means this may
or may not be fulfilled. The “if” here means “if and I do not know” (see chart on page 4
below)
3. Continuance (meaning “the state of remaining in existence or operation.”) is a consistent
theme in the book of Hebrews. Continuance in the Christian profession and life is the test of
real, genuine Christianity.
a. Consider the parable of the Sower in Matthew 13:1-9 and 13:18-23
PARABLE
EXPLANATION
“some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them”

“Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and immediately
they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, but when the sun rose they were
scorched. And since they had no root,
they withered away”

“When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one
comes and snatches away what has been
sown in his heart. This is what was sown
along the path.”
(Enemy: the Devil)
“As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, yet he has no root in
himself, but endures for a while, and when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of
the word, immediately he falls away.”

(Enemy: the World)
“Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them.”

“As for what was sown among thorns, this is
the one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.”

“Other seeds fell on good soil and produced
grain, some a hundredfold”

“As for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it.
He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case
a hundredfold.”
“in another sixty”
“in another thirty”

(Enemy: Sin Nature)

“some sixty”
“some thirty”

i.
4. Another conditional sentence in Hebrews 10:26 –
“For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will
consume the adversaries.”
5. Hebrews 3:14: Also note that “if” (or, eanper, , “if indeed”) is also in 3:14:
“For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.”

a. 3:14 is useful for understanding 3:6 since it:
i. Has the same theme
ii. Continues the explanation
iii. Uses the conjunction “if”
b. The two verses are discussing being in Christ’s household (3:6) and partnership with
Christ (3:14). Two different images, but the same theme: in Christ.
c. Two words are used to describe our response to being “in Christ” (or, in his household
and partakers of Christ):
i. Parrasia /par-rhay-see’ah/  – (3:6) – “Confidence” meaning “freedom
of speech” or “confidence”
1. In the book of Hebrews parrasia is used positiveily.
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2. In secular Greek parrasia denotes freedom of speech enjoyed by a citizen
in a democracy.
3. One idea communicated here is the Christian is confident and freely
speaks about Jesus Christ and is open about their faith. They would be
considered confident!
4. In secular Greek parrasia indicates openness between friends in plain
speaking.
5. In the Pentateuch of the LXX it is the freedom of the righteous man to
speak openly before God (Job 27:9; 22:26)
6. The underlying meaning in the Hebrew language where this Greek word is
used in translation is that of joy and trust in God:
a. Isaiah 58:14 – “
b. Hebrews 2:13 – “
7. The context of 3:6 is clearly saying we are to hold on to a status already
given to us and keep it as a permanent possession. This is a God-given
inheritance spoken of in the word kleronomos –  – “an heir” –
in Hebrews 1:2
8. A suggested paraphrase would be, “Do not give up your citizen’s rights”
9. This section, and throughout the book, is focused on “holding on” and “not
giving up” along with continuing in “hope” and “joy”.
ii. Hupostasis /hoop-os-tas-is/ – ‘ – (3:14) – “assurance” meaning “a
support, substance, steadiness, assurance”
1. Hupostasis comes from two words:
a. Hupo meaning “under”
b. Histemi meaning “to stand”
2. Meaning and usage:
a. “standing under a guaranteed agreement”, or the “title deed”. This
entitles someone to what is guaranteed under the particular
agreement.
b. In Hebrews 11:1 and 11:6, hupostasis is the Lord’s guarantee to
fulfill the faith he planted as a seed in the believer.
i. Hebrews 11:1-2 – “Now faith is the assurance (hupostasis)
of things hoped for, the conviction (elenchus, meaning
“proof”) of things not seen. For by it the people of old
received their commendation.”
ii. Hebrews 11:6 – “without faith it is impossible to please him,
for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”
3. These two words were lacking in the wilderness generation. They had no
confidence or assurance that God’s word was true. Thus, they did not
have faith. This means the “seed” of the Word of God was:
a. eaten by the enemy,
b. burned out by the world. or
c. choked by the sin nature

3

Recognizing the Conditions of “If” or “ei”
There are two parts of a conditional sentences (or, a sentence with an “if” clause/)
The two parts are:
1. The subordinate clause, or “if” clause which states a supposition or condition
2. The principle clause, or “conclusion” clause, which states the result if the “if” clause is fulfilled.
Example: “If you get there early (this is the subordinate or “if” clause)
then you will get a good seat (this is the principle or conclusion clause)
The Greek word ei is translated into English as “if, or whether.” This word will be found in the first
part or the subordinate clause of a conditional sentence.
The Greek word an is an untranslated word whose presence in a clause introduces the element of
contingency. It will be found in the second part or the principle clause of a conditional sentence.
Here is an example from the Greek interlinear:


If

of

the

world

you were


the
world
would
its
own
have loved.
First Class Condition
ei plus indicative mood. . . . . .with conclusion clause in any mood and any tense
Seen in Galatians 5:18, John 14:7
Second Class Condition
ei plus imperfect tense . . . . . . with conclusion clause an plus imperfect tense
Seen in Luke 7:39, John 15:19 and 22
ei plus Aorist or Pluperfect tense . . with conclusion clause an plus Aorist or Pluperfect tense.
Seen in John 11:32, Matthew 11:21
Third Class Condition
ei plus Subjunctive mood . . . . . with conclusion clause in any verb form
Seen in Romans 7:2, Matthew 9:21, 1 John 1:9
Fourth Class Condition
ei plus Optative mood . . . . . with conclusion clause an plus Optative mood
Seen in 1 Peter 3:14, 1 Corinthians 14:10
CONDITION
MEANING
EXAMPLE VERSE
1st Class
“if and it is true”
1 Cor. 15:2 - “I know you are”
2nd Class
“if and it is not true”
1 Cor. 2:8 Luke 7:39
3rd Class
“if and I don’t know”
Matt. 4:9 - “If you will bow
down and worship me”
th
4 Class
“If and I wish but it is not true”
Luke 22:67 - “If I tell you, you
or, “if but it is not probable”
will not believe”
1 Peter 3:14 4

3:7-11 – “Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,
“Today, if you hear his voice,
8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
on the day of testing in the wilderness,
9 where your fathers put me to the test
and saw my works for forty years.
10 Therefore I was provoked with that generation,
and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart;
they have not known my ways.’
11 As I swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest.’”
1. Similarities:
a. Christ delivered his people from Egypt.
Christ delivered his people from sin.
b. Christ delivered his people from Egypt to enter the Promised Land.
Christ delivered his people from sin to enter “the Rest” (faith, heaven, Kingdom)
c. People saw Christ’s deeds in Egypt and wilderness in 1445 BC
People saw Christ’s deeds in Israel and Jerusalem in 30 AD
d. People followed Christ out of Egypt in 1445 BC
People followed Christ out in 30 AD
e. People did not know Christ and his ways in 1445 BC
People did not know Christ and his ways in 30 AD
f. People of 1445 BC were deceived because they did not know or understand Christ.
They perished in 40 years. That generation was dead by 1445 BC.
People of 30 AD were deceived because they did not know or understand Christ.
They perished in 40 years (70 AD). That generation was dead by 70 AD.
(Hebrews is being written to Jews in Judea and Jerusalem in 63 or 68 AD.)
g. The Exodus generation and the first generation of Christians were in a similar situation.
2. Luke 9:31 calls the death of Christ an exodus:
“And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and
spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”

3. Luke, Stephen, Paul and Jude make this connection of the Exodus generation and the church:
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a. Stephen in Acts 7:33-40 (read)
b. Paul 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 – “Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as
you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil,
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”
c. Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:1, 3, 4 “For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was
Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown
in the wilderness. Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not
desire evil as they did. Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The
people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must
not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor
grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things
happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on
whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands
take heed lest he fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:1-12)
d. Jude in Jude 5 “Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a
people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.”
4. Psalm 95
a. 95:1-7 is a call to praise and worship the Lord
b. 95:7b-11 is a strong warning to not ignore his voice and choose ignorance/sin/hard
heart instead of understanding/faith/obedience.
c. 95:8 – ESV –
i. Psalm 3:8 “do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
on the day of testing in the wilderness

ii. Hebrews 3:8 “do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
on the day of testing in the wilderness

6

iii. “Massah” means “testing”
“Meribah” means “quarreling”
iv. Exodus 17:1-7 - after leaving the Desert of Sin the Israelites were camped at
Rephidim, but they had no water for 3 days. Moses called the place Massah and
Meribah. Here Moses was told to strike the rock.

v. Numbers 20:1-13 occurs 40 years later. This Meribah is different than “Massah
Meribah” of Exodus 17 which was just a few days outside of Egypt forty years
earlier. This location was in the Desert of Zin while Israel was staying at
Kadesh.Here Moses was told to speak to the rock, but instead he struck the rock.
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This was called the waters of Meribah because Israel quarreled with the Lord.

3:12 – “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you
to fall away from the living God.”

1. The Exodus generation rejected Moses (and, the Lord) and did not enter the Promised Land.
These first century Jews are in danger of rejecting Jesus (the Lord) and not being allowed to
enter the Kingdom Age
a. This is stated in a parable by Jesus in Matthew 8 concerning the faith of the Centurion:
“When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him,
“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” And he said to him, “I
will come and heal him.” But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you
come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I too am
a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and
to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When
Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with
no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west
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and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the
sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for
you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.” (Matthew
8:5-13)
2. “a heart evil of unbelief”
a. “evil” – ponera –
b. “unbelief” – apistias –
i. Disloyalty and passive failure to believe
3. “falling away from the living God”
a. “falling away” – apostenai – is an aorist infinitive active verb, meaning is more active
then a mere fading away. It is active rebellion. The believer will not actively rebel
against the living God.
i. From two Greek words:
1. Apo – “from” “away from”
2. Histemi /his-tay-mee/ - “to make to stand, “to stand”
ii. Greek meaning:
1. “to lead away, to depart from”
2. “instigate to revolt; usually (reflexively or automatically) to desist, desert”
a. For example, instinctively resisting or opposing an idea or practice
that hinders your plan or your goal
b. Or, opposing political policies that decrease your income.
iii. This is where we get the word apostasy.
iv. 2 Thessalonians 2:3 – “Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not
come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed,
the son of destruction.”

3:13 – “But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you may
be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”
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1. “exhort” – parakaleite – means “to call to or for”, “to exhort”, “to encourage”
a. Two Greek words:
i. Para – “from beside”, “by the side of” “beside”
ii. Kaleo – “to call”
3:14 – “For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to
the end.”

1. “share” or “partakers” – metochoi – “sharing in” and is used to say:
a. “a sharer”
b. “a partner”
c. “an associate”
2. “confidence” or “assurance” – hypostaseos – “a support”, “substance”, “steadiness”,
“assurance”
a. From two Greek words:
i. Hypo – “under”
ii. Histemi – “to stand”
b. The idea is to stand under as a guarantee of the agreement, such as a title-deed”. This
guarantees the title of possession. Used in:
i. Hebrews 11:1
ii. Hebrews 11:6
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3:15 – “As it is said, ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the
rebellion.’ ”
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