Ancient Gates
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1 Kings 9:15

“And this is the account of the
forced labor that King Solomon
drafted to build the house of the
Lord and his own house and the

Millo and the wall of Jerusalem and
Hazor and Megiddo and Gezer.”
- 1 Kings 9:15
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GEZER

Galyn enters the gate system
between the two Towers
and is stepping off the city
street into Chamber #6
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Galyn sits on the stone
remains of the bench in
Chamber #5
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Galyn holds up a broken
piece of pottery or a =
broken implement found
in the city Gate of Gezer \




G = Galyn sitting in
_ chamber #2

Flat Ston.e covered
gutter under
entrance road
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Six Chamber Gate
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MEGIDDO

MEGIDDO

Gate System




CHAMBER #1
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“ MEGIDDO

Gate System with
six-chamber gate
and two Towers

12



MEGIDDO

TOWER A

TOWER B
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Gate System
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ASHKELON
Gate




left side (east side)

orl inal mud bricks
5“%” Ieft side (east)




ASHKELON
Gate

“)
£3
23
d(
5@
£
-_ N
©
==
5O
.nr
Q




ASHKELON
Gate Entrance
right side (west side)

ASHKELON

right side
(west)




- ASHKELON
City Gate, Wall, WY »
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MEDITERRANEAN SEA at ASHKELON




DAN #1 - 2000 BC
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Front of the Bronze Age Gate at Dan. The arch made of original mud bricks can
be seen going up and over the narrow entry way into the ancient city cut through the ancient fill left from when the Israelites burried
this gate to reenforce their defenses. Inside this gate are two more arches for passage into the city that help support this gate
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ANCIENT modern tunnel through ANCIENT
FILL fill to enter gate FILL GATE

Original Passageway Opening ARCH Right
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Original 1750 BC mud bricks

at the top of the tower on the
right front side of the

Bronze Age Gate at Dan
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Dan #2 - 1000 BC Threshold of DAN

Second Outer, e

"House of David"

Stele
(inscription)
found here Ig:teer
PLAZA

Outer &

2N Throne
Gate . =

7l Platform

5 Standihg Stones
in Niche

DAN

Israelite Gate
(850 BC)

Second

Stele mscnptlowl
discovered
HERE

*ﬂ' : 2, Inner Gate

'.E

- um._
Outer Gate§ > S Throne |

High Place
Worship Center
with 5 Standing Stones
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: TEL-DAN
’::s. INSCRIPTION

was found HERE. A stela
“ inscription was set up in this \
gate of Dan around 841 BC after
Hazael of Damascus, the king of
% Aram, defeated Jehoram of Israel
and Ahaziah of Judah in 2 Kings
8. The fragment claims to have
feated the "king of Israel" and

‘(’"‘ the "king of the House of David".

*, “Ahaziah went with Joram son of Ahab

fo war against Hazael king of Aram at
amoth Gilead. The Arameans
wounded Joram." -2 Kg 8:28
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In5|de the Gate system of Dan standlng in the courtyard o
Visible are podium (A), stone bases for pedestals (B), standing stone for deity (C),
bench for elders (D) to be seated in the city gate for court,
nner gat (E) entrance into the C|ty, pavement stones of Qlaz (F)
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High Place with W;f’&"‘i"-

Carved StongiBasine = eg —=H oy : AR D u N

Israelite Iron Age
Gate 850 BC

Stone Socket for ) ]
Gate Pivot Point ~ Podium with

Interior Gate System
with Chambers

Standing Ston
High Place

" Tel-Dan Inscriptioin
found here

Podium s.taﬁ'di‘ng_r"
.stone.and elders’
bench are HERE

Exiting the
city ?f DET]

LT A e
Secondary Gate and Guards Rooms
Chambers of the interior gate at Dan can be seen on the left and the right of this inner city gate.
(Not visible in this photo are two chambers on the left and the right.)

The walls of these chambers would have been much higher forming guard towers in the wall.
They would have been used as guard stations and storage rooms.
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Plaza outside the
gates of Dan
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Podium (a) for the judgment seat of city king, ruler or judge to make
decisions and settle legal cases in the city gate of Dan.
Four circular stone bases (B) for wooden posts that supported the
canopy that covered the "throne".
The standing stone (c) representing the deity is left of the podium.
The stone bench (p) where the city elders would sit is to the right.
The inner gate (g) leading into the city is left of the standing stone.
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# High Place
Be to worship the
city's deity

ZENTER Oy © 8%

—"ar
pw

'Inside the city of Dan near the interior gate.

- used when entering the city of Dan to worship the city's false god
- carved, hollowed out stone basin in center
- benches set around perimeter of this high place




Enter
-City of Dan

.. v ic A —w I ; TR R . .
er gate of the city with the final series of chambers.
Note a socket cut out of stone where one of the sides of the gate doors would have pivoted

' Standing Stone Niche in Gate at Dan used by citizens, visitors to worship the gods.
- "He (Josiah, king of Judah) broke down the high places o e gates." - 2 Kg. 23:8 |
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JERUSALEM

Solomon's Wall and Four Chamber Gate First Temple

from 950 BC excavated by Mazar on the Ophel s b
(1986-87 and 2009) \ 0mon's Palace

House of the Forestof Lebanon , 1 £ . o “ Ophel
Gatehouse andk ! '

Four Gate Chambers a

Roya] Structure

David's Palace o B (Storehouse, Bakery)
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Gihon Spring

Kidron Valley

STRUCTURE

b

STRAIGHT WALL
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CHAMBER #3
1 of 4 Gate Chambers
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These three vessels were
found in one of the rooms of
the Royal Gatehouse.
Forty of the large vessels
were found in one room of
the gatehouse broken in the
Babylonian siege of 586 BC.
They were used to store
water.

L e -
A " In the Royal Bakery
ey A 4. on the Ophel of the

+ First Temple Period

(950-586 BC)
AT
R |

3 ™

bne of the Chambers of
Solomon's Gate System
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The "Horse Gate", Nehemiah 3:28:

"Above the Horse Gate, the priests made
repairs, each in front of his own house."




0il Lamps
Fist Termple Period

Pithoi, lamps, plates, jugs and bowls found on the floor of the royal
building, in the basement of the royal building used for storage for
the bakery or in the gate house and chambers of the gate.
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Toni examines one of the pithos found in the basement of the Royal Structure in Solomon's wall and
gate system. These gigantic pithoi were used for storage and labeled to belong to the government
official incharge of the bakery and distribution of the dates, wine or honey stored in these. These date
from the time of Hezekiah and may have been used to store and distribute supplies to the fortified cities
during the Assyrian sieges. Pithoi like this were found in the destroyed cities of Judah from 701 BC.
Since Jerusalem was delivered from the Assyrians in 701 BC these pithoi would have continued to be
used for the next 100 years until the Babylonian invasion that destroyed Jerusalem in 586 BC. These
phithoi were found crushed in the destruction layer of 586 BC in the basement of the Royal Structure.
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1- Extra Tower 2- Gate Chambers and Gatehouse  3- Royal Structure

-

Isaiah Bulla Found Here

m Extra Tower
. pydd RWELL on east side of
i : ‘ == Large Tower
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Hezekiah
Bulla Found
here

¥ |saiah Bulla
Found there

East Wall
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ISAIAH BULLA HEZEKIAH BULLA
(Replica) (Replica)

“[belonging] to "Belonging to
Isaiah the prophet” Hezekiah [son of]
(Found on Ophel) Ahaz king of Judah”

C = Chamber of
Solomon's Gate System
(4 identical gate chambers)

C B GATE-
HOUSE

<—— "Horse Gate"
of Nehemiah 3:28

ROYAL

STRUCTURE

e = Pithos, large jars




Isaiah Bulla
_found here:
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JERUSALEM

(looking north)

Temple Mount
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