Genesis 24:1-67

e Longest chapter in Genesis
e Four sections:
o 24:1-9 Abraham and his servant
o 24:10-28 Servant and Rebekah
o 24:29-61 Servant and Laban
o 24:62-67 Isaac and Rebekah
Genesis 24:1
1. “The Lord HAD blessed Abraham” fulfills the promise of “I will bless”
24:2 —
1. Servant has no name here. In Genesis 15:2 it is Eliezer of Damascus
2. Put your hand under my thigh”
A. Eerdmans commentary “The Book of Genesis” from the NICOT by Hamilton says:
This is “a prelude to the servant’s act of swearing. “thigh” is undoubtedly a euphemism
for genitalia, in the light of passages such as:
Genesis 46:26 —
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Where a man’s children are said to come from his thigh. Holding Abraham’s membrum
in his hand, the servant promises to carry out Abraham’s wishes. The significance of this
procedure is uncertain....R. D. Freedman has suggested that taking the membrum —
now circumcised as a covenant sign - into the hand is a way of invoking the presence
of God at this moment between master and servant.”

B. Zondervan lllustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary, John H. Walton, General Editor:
“It is possible that the oath is sworn on the genitals of Abraham, which would then be
understood to be binding even if Abraham should die. None of this can be confirmed,
however, because the text offers no explanation and no parallels have been found in the
ancient Near East.

C. Dennis Prager commentary on Genesis, The Rational Bible:

In the ancient world, men made an oath with another man by holding that person’s
prized possession: his genitals. We get the English word “testify” from “testicle.” In our
day, we consummate deals by signing contracts and shaking hands. While there was
nothing sexual about the rite, this method might have been more effective. But | admit to
a preference for handshakes and written contracts.”

3. One other time in the OT Genesis 47:29 when Jacob is dying:
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and, then in Genesis 49:29-33:

“Then he gave them these instructions: “I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury
me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite, the cave in the field of
Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the field as a
burial place from Ephron the Hittite. There Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried,
there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried, and there | buried Leah. The field and the
cave in it were bought from the Hittites.” When Jacob had finished giving instructions
to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his
people.”

24:3-4 —
1. Isaac’s wife must NOT be from the Canaanites since they are going to be removed from the
land when it is given to Abraham’s descendants. If Isaac is to inherit the land he must not
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marry among those destined to disinherit the land. His wife must be of the same family so as
not to become part of the cursed people.
24:6-8 —
1. The future wife (daughter-in-law) is being asked to do what Abraham did — leave his land, his
family and go to the Promised Land
2. “Messenger” (the angel of the Lord) will go before

SECTION TWO:
24:10-11 —

1. Ten Camels may be part of the p3v4
bride-price (Jacob had ten bulls, AR A M
Joseph ten donkeys, Jesse had N AHARA\ M
ten loaves, Jeroboam ten o
loaves, Naaman ten talents of
silver

2. Destination is Aram-Haharaim,
or central Mesopotamia. Also,
called Paddan Aram meaning
“‘Aram of the two rivers”

a. “city of Nahor”
b. Nahuru east of the Balikh
River is referred to in the
Mari texts
c. Amarna letters during
Thutmose | and later use
the term NAHARINA .
3. Journey took one month
24:12-14
1. Servant prays outside Nahor
2. Two tests to find God’s will
24:15 — lineage before Rebekah is identified by: appearance (16) chastity (16), sharing attitude (18)
kindness to animals (19), hospitality (25)
24:17-20
1. Rebekah’s speed and attentiveness is highlighted several times. Eleven verbs are used
2. Watering 10 camels is hard work
a. If camels had gone several days without water they could each dring 25 gallons
b. The standard size water vessel used by Rebekah would require 8-10 jars fulls for each
camel
c. Total trips to fill the jar to water 10 camels is about 100 trips to the well which would take
several hours.
24:26-27 — The servant offers his doxology possible out loud since it is general enough and not
specific enough for Rebekah to gain any information other than Abraham and her father are brothers

Isaac Gets
a Wife

(Genesis 24)




SECTION THREE:
24:28 — Since Laban is the leader it appears Bethuel is deceased and Rebekah returns “to her
mother’s household” rather than her fathers
24:29 — Laban is now the head of the house (similar to what Isaac is about to be)
24:30 — Laban is interested in the man’s possessions, but for what reason? Covetous? Trade?
Surprise?
24:31-32 — Laban uses YHWH and not Elohim
24:33 — Explaining his purpose is a priority for the servant before food and shelter
24:24-36 — Servant makes sure they realize his master is wealthy.
Isaac is described without name as a miracle baby
24:37-41 -
1. One repetition — What if the woman does not come?
2. One deletion — Servant does NOT repeat that under no circumstances is Isaac to return north
3. Also avoided is any mention of Abraham being led out of Laban’s land
4. Emphasis is on Abraham being blessed and wealthy by YHWH
24:50-51 — Laban accepts YHWH is involved. Whatever the motive Laban gives YHWH credit for
leading the servant to Rebekah
24:52 — third time servant worships God
24:53 — the remainder of the bride price. The two phases of the bride price:
1. 24:22 — “a gold ring weighing a half shekel, and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten
gold shekels.”
2. 24:53 - “the servant brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave
them to Rebekah. He also gave to her brother and to her mother costly ornaments.”
24:57-58 — There is no change of mind, but the issue is whether or not Rebekah is willing to leave in
such a short time.
24:59 — the nurse may be a dowry gift. The nurse remains unnamed until 35:8 when her name
Deboranh is revealed
24:60 — Family gives Rebekah two blessings:
1. Prayer for many offspring
2. Prayer for the victory and prosperity of the offspring over their enemies
SECTION FOUR:
24:62-67
1. No mention of Abraham and the servant’s master is now Isaac (65) may indicate Abraham has
died. The next chapter may be a rewind of the events that transpired while the servant was in
Padan-Aram (The book of Judges opens with the death of Joshua (1:1), but in Judges 2:6-7
Joshua was alive and his death is recorded in 2:8-9.
2. The veil makes Rebekah the brine. In the Code of Hammurabi, the betrothed wears a veil.
3. In a Mari text from this time it is the one bringing the bride who veils her to present her to her
husband.
4. Slave girls and prostitutes where not allowed to wear veils.



