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Genesis 21:22-34 
• Second Conflict with Abimelech 

• Second Conflict in this chapter: 

o Ismael/Isaac 21-21 

o Well 21:22-34 

• The name Beersheba is connected w/: 

o The number SEVEN (21:28-30) 

o An oath (21:31) 

Genesis 21:22 – At that time Abimelech and 

Phicol the commander of his army said to 

Abraham, “God is with you in all that you 

do.  

1. There is a balance of power shown now 

between Abimelech and Abraham. 

2. At first Abimelech had the superiority, but 

Abraham had shown he has the power of 

God (or, the loyalty HESED of God) on 

his side when God answered Abraham’s prayer in 20:17 when “God healed Abimelech, his 

wife and his female slaves.” 

3. So, Abimelech comes to Abraham, but brings the military, General Phicol. Abimelech has: 

a. The Crown 

b. The Military 

4. Abimelech comes to make an agreement with Abraham because Abimelech knows he is 

outmatched. 
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21:23 – Now therefore swear to me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me or with 

my descendants or with my posterity, but as I have dealt kindly with you, so you will deal with 

me and with the land where you have sojourned.”  

 
1. Abimelech asks for a covenant so he knows Abraham “will not deal falsely with” him or his 

people. 

2. Abraham had been dishonest with Abimelech before. This time Abimelech wants a contract. 

3. Plus, God has been with Abraham and God has protected Abraham. 

4. Abimelech feels he needs some assurance Abraham will not use deception and his God’s 

blessing to cheat Abimelech. 

5. Abimelech had been HESED, now he wants HESED from Abraham 

 

21:24 – And Abraham said, “I will swear.” 

1. Abraham does not protest, “Trust me!”. Abraham understands the need for a treaty or vow. 

2. 21 words vs 2 words 

 

21:25 – When Abraham reproved Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelech's servants 

had seized,  

1. Next subject. The stolen well 

2. Abrahm follows due process and turns to the covenant and asks about a well that had been 

taken 
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21:26 – Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, and I 

have not heard of it until today.”  

 

21:27 – So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men made 

a covenant.  

1. Animals are given by the lesser to the greater 

2. But, 7 lambs are set aside. Why. Because it is to draw Abimelech into the conflict about the 

well and allow Abraham to lay claim to it. 

3. The animals where gifts, not sacrifices. 

 

21:28 – Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock apart.  

 
1. Sheba /sheh-BAH/ = “seven”  

a. Can mean “seven”, “seven times”, “a week”, “an indefinite number” 

b. Word origin is derived from the root בַע  meaning "to be full" or "to swear an ,(shava) שָׁ

oath." 

2. The number seven begins to have significance here: 

a. Seven ewes 

b. Names Abraham and Abimelech both mentioned 7x each in Hebrew 

c. The “oath” of 21:31 is SHABA (“oath”) the root of the word SHEBA (“seven”) 

3. “Seven” comes to signify: 

a. Completion 

b. Perfection 

c. God’s involvement 

d. Remembrance of the seventh day of creation 

 

21:29 – And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs that 

you have set apart?”  

 

21:30 – He said, “These seven ewe lambs you will take from my hand, that this may be a 

witness for me that I dug this well.”  

 

21:31 – Therefore that place was called Beersheba, because there both of them swore an 

oath.  
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1. “Beersheba” can mean “well number seven” or “well #7”, but seems to mean in this context 

“the well with the oath” 

 

21:32 – So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and Phicol the commander of 

his army rose up and returned to the land of the Philistines.  

 

21:33 – Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of the 

Lord, the Everlasting God.   

 
21:34 – And Abraham sojourned many days in 

the land of the Philistines. 

 

 


