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Describing the book of James 
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James, the author  

A. “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” (1:1)  

a. English name James comes from the Latin Jacomus which is a translation of the 

Greek name Jakobos.  

b. Jakobos occurs 42 times in the NT to refer to four men. Three of the four are 

mentioned in the same verse in Acts 1:13 in the names of the apostles –   

“And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were 

staying,  

Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and  

Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of  

James.”  

i. James the father of Judas is mentioned only here and Luke 6:16 in order 

to distinguish him from Judas the betrayer  

ii. James the son of Alphaeus is mentioned in the Gospels in the list of 

apostles and is identified as such to distinguish him from James, the son of 

Zebedee and brother of John  
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iii. James, the brother of John, one of the “sons of thunder”, is one of the 

prominent apostles (along with Peter and John). He was executed in 44 AD 

by Herod  

Agrippa I in Acts 12:2  

c. The fourth James is the brother of Jesus mentioned several times in the Gospels 

and is a prominent leader in the church in Jerusalem in the book of Acts and 

historically recorded by Josephus and church history.  

d. James was not a believer in the Gospels:  

• John 7:1-5 -  

“After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about 

in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him. Now the 

Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. So his brothers said to 

him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may 

see the works you are doing.  For no one works in secret if he 

seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show 

yourself to the world.” For not even his brothers believed in 

him.” 

e. James became a believer after the resurrection:  

1 Corinthians 15:7 (15:3-8) 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 

that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures, and that  

- he appeared to Cephas,  

- then to the twelve.  

- Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 

asleep.  

- Then he appeared to James,  

- then to all the apostles.  

- Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.” 

f. James was a leader in the Jerusalem church:  

• Acts 12:17 (12:13-17) 

“And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant 

girl named Rhoda came to answer. Recognizing Peter's voice, 

in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported 

that Peter was standing at the gate. They said to her, “You are 

out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and 

they kept saying, “It is his angel!” But Peter continued 

knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were 
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amazed. But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he 

described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the 

prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the 

brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place.” 

• Acts 15:13-21 – James is the one who summarized the Jerusalem 

Council of 48 AD: 

“All the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and 

Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done 

through them among the Gentiles. After they finished 

speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. Simeon has 

related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a 

people for his name. And with this the words of the prophets 

agree, just as it is written, 

 

 “‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that 

has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, that the 

remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles 

who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes these 

things known from of old.’ (James quoting Amos 9:11) 

 

Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of 

the Gentiles who turn to God, but should write to them to 

abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual 

immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood. 

For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city 

those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the 

synagogues.” 

• James suggests a letter be written to send to the Gentiles meeting with 

the believing Jews in the synagogues and penned the letter. Several 

parts of this short letter match the book of James:  

1. The “greeting” – chairein – in Acts 15:23 and James 1:1 (This word 

occurs only one other time in the NT)  

2. The use of “name” – onoma – in connection with “call” – kaleo – in 

Acts 15:17 and James 2:7   

3. (Similar) - The encouragement to the believers to honor the “name” in 

Acts 15:17 and James 2:7  

4. The use of the phrase “listen, my brothers” in an appeal to James’s 

audience in Acts 15:13 and James 2:5  

5. Both letters speak of the need to “keep” oneself from sins in Acts 

15:29 and James 1:27  
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6. “Care for” in Acts 15:14 and James 1:27 7.  

7. “turning” in Acts 15:19 and James 5:19-20  

g. James was called the first bishop of Jerusalem and title “James the righteous” and  

“James the Just”  

• James is known for being pious and his commitment to the Torah. But, 

understanding the Torah is presented as lifestyle, character, an 

understanding of God more than legalistic ritual observances.  

• The view that James was legalistic is an exaggeration and likely 

developed and exploited by the Ebionites, a Torah-observant form of 

Christianity around 140 AD  

• A legalistic James is not consistent with:  

1. His work in the early church in Acts  

2. His dialogues with Paul  

3. His letter  

4. His brother’s teaching which James was immersed in while writing the 

letter of James  

• James worked mainly with the Jews in Jerusalem and in the letter he 

wrote. This is true because of:  

1. Where he lived  

2. The people he wrote to would have been familiar with the land, culture 

and religion of Israel:  

a. “His reference to the early and late rains of 5:7 was only 

understood in the Eastern half of the empire and eastern coast 

of Mediterranean. This would not have been understood by 

Roman, Greek, Egypt. But, would have been understood by 

people in Syria and the city of Antioch.  

3. In Galatians 2:12 the Jews who came from Jerusalem claimed to be 

speaking for James, but that issue was rejected.  

James met with Paul and help navigate the early church through 

theological issues:   

a. Acts 21:18  

b. Galatians 1:19 – “  

c. Galatians 2:9 – “  

d. Galatians 2:12 – “  

e. Acts 15:13 and 15:23-24  

 

   

h. Eusebius records Hegesippus’s account of James’s death. Hegesippus records in 

the fragments from his five books of “Commentaries on the Acts of the Church”:  

i. Hegesippus the Nazarene   

1. Was born in Israel in 110 AD and died in Jerusalem on April 7, 180  

2. He was a Christian writer of the early Church who may, in spite of his 

Greek name, have been a Jewish convert   

3. He wrote against heresies of the Gnostics and of Marcion.  
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“James, the Lord's brother, succeeds to the government of the Church, in conjunction with 

the apostles. He has been universally called the Just, from the days of the Lord down to 

the present time. For many bore the name of James; but this one was holy from his 

mother's womb. He drank no wine or other intoxicating liquor, nor did he eat flesh; no 

razor came upon his head; he did not anoint himself with oil, nor make use of the bath. He 

alone was permitted to enter the holy place: for he did not wear any woollen garment, but 

fine linen only. He alone, I say, was wont to go into the temple: and he used to be found 

kneeling on his knees, begging forgiveness for the people-so that the skin of his knees 

became horny like that of a camel's, by reason of his constantly bending the knee in 

adoration to God, and begging forgiveness for the people. Therefore, in consequence of 

his pre-eminent justice, he was called the Just, and Oblias, which signifies in Greek 

Defence of the People, and Justice, in accordance with what the prophets declare 

concerning him.  

  

Now some persons belonging to the seven sects existing among the people, which have 

been before described by me in the Notes, asked him:  

"What is the door of Jesus? "  

And he replied that He was the Savior.  

In Consequence of this answer, some believed that Jesus is the Christ. 

But the sects before mentioned did not believe, either in a resurrection or in the coming of 

One to requite every man according to his works; but those who did believe, believed 

because of James. 

So, when many even of the ruling class believed, there was a commotion among the Jews, 

and scribes, and Pharisees, who said: "A little more, and we shall have all the people 

looking for Jesus as the Christ.  

  

They came, therefore, in a body to James, and said: "We beg you, restrain the people: for 

they are gone astray in their opinions about Jesus, as if he were the Christ. We beg you to 

persuade all who have come here for the day of the Passover, concerning Jesus. For we all 

listen to your persuasion; since we, as well as all the people, bear you testimony that you 

are just, and show partiality to none. Do you, therefore, persuade the people not to 

entertain heretical opinions concerning Jesus: for all the people, and we also, listen to 

your persuasion. Take your stand, then, upon the summit of the temple, that from that 

elevated spot you may be clearly seen, and thy words may be plainly audible to all the 

people. For, in order to attend the Passover, all the tribes have congregated here, and 

some of the Gentiles also."  

  

The previously mentioned scribes and Pharisees then set James on the summit of the temple, and 

cried aloud to him, and said:  

 

"O just one, whom we are all bound to obey, since the people are in error, and follow Jesus the 

crucified, tell us what is the door of Jesus, the crucified."  
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And he answered with a loud voice:  

 

"Why ask me concerning Jesus the Son of man?  

He Himself sits in heaven, at the right hand of the Great Power, and shall come on the 

clouds of heaven."  

  

And, when many were fully convinced by these words, and offered praise for the testimony 

of James, and said,  

 

"Hosanna to the son of David."  

 

Then the said Pharisees and scribes said to one another,  

 

"We have not done well in procuring this testimony to Jesus.  

But let us go up and throw him down, that they may be afraid, and not believe him."  

 

And they cried aloud, and said:  

 

"Oh! oh! the just man himself is in error."  

 

Thus they fulfilled the Scripture written in Isaiah:  

 

"Let us away with the just man, because he is troublesome to us: therefore shall they eat 

the fruit of their doings." (From a Jewish book “Book of Wisdom” which are writings credited to 

Solomon and recorded around 50 BC) 

 

So they went up and threw down the just man, and said to one another:  

"Let us stone James the Just."  

 

And they began to stone him: for he was not killed by the fall; but he turned, and kneeled 

down, and said:  

"I ask You, Lord God our Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."  

  

And, while they were thus stoning him to death, one of the priests, the sons of Rechab, the son of 

Rechabim, to whom testimony is borne by Jeremiah the prophet, began to cry aloud, saying:  

 

"Cease, what do ye? The just man is praying for us."  

 

But one among them, one of the fullers, took the staff with which he was accustomed to wring out 

the garments he dyed, and hurled it at the head of the just man.  
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And so he suffered martyrdom; and they buried him on the spot, and the pillar erected to his 

memory still remains, close by the temple. This man was a true witness to both Jews and Greeks 

that Jesus is the Christ.   

And shortly after Vespasian besieged Judaea, taking them captive.”  
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The Trumpeting Stone – “place of the trumpeter” - a stone that fell from the 

Temple Mount above. It is a piece of the railing from the course of stones at 

the top of the southwest corner, and is called the Trumpeting Stone. The 

priestly trumpeter would have stood on this stone to sound the trumpet 

signaling the beginning and end of Sabbath days and festivals. The sharp 

corner that has been cut out of this block is where the priest would have 

stood, and the beveled edge served as a guard railing. In the top left portion 

of the guard rail is a Hebrew inscription. It is likely that James, the pastor of 

the Jerusalem church who wrote the book of James, was forced to stand on 

this stone in 62 AD to proclaim that Jesus was not the Messiah. Instead, 

James confessed Jesus by announcing to the crowd that Jesus was the 

Christ, that he sits at God’s right hand, and that he will return in the clouds 

from heaven. The scribes and Pharisees responded by pushing James, the 

brother of the Lord, over this railing to his death. 
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Recovery  
Reversionism Review   

• Ephesians 4:17-19 - The Eight Stages of Reversionism (or, backsliding)   

   “So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer   

(1) live as the Gentiles do,     

(2) in the futility of their thinking.  They are  

(3) darkened in their understanding and   

(6) separated from the life of God <because of   

(5) the ignorance that is in them   <due to   

(4) the hardening of their hearts.    

(7) Having lost all sensitivity,   

(8) they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity       

with a continual lust for more.”   

• Romans 1:18-32  

(1) 1:18 – “men who suppress the truth”  

(2) 1:19 – “plain to them…since the creation of the world…clearly seen, being 

understood…men are without excuse”  

(3) 1:20 – “they knew God, they neither glorified him…nor gave thanks to him, but their 

thinking became futile”  

(4) 1:20-21 – “foolish hearts were darkened…claimed to be wise, they became fools”  

(5) 1:23 – “they…exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like 

mortal man, birds, animals, reptiles”  

(6) 1:24 – “God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity”  

(7) 1:25 – “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie”  

(8) 1:26 – “God gave them over to shameful lusts…abandoned natural relations...”  

(9) 1:28 – “They did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God he gave them 

over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done…every kind of wickedness…” 

10. 1:32 – “they continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice 

them.”  

• First John 1:5-2:9:  

1. 1:6 – Misidentify God: “If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the 

darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  

2. 1:8 – Misidentify Human Nature: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

3. 1:10 – Misidentify Sin: “If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be 

a liar and his word has no place in our lives.”  

4. 2:4 – Misidentify Obedience to Truth: “The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but 

does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”  

5. 2:9 – Misidentify Christians (Believers): “Anyone who claims to be in the light 

but hates his brother is still in the darkness.”  
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First John 1:9 - “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness.”  

• This verse is a test.   

o This is a test for the false teachers.  

▪ True teachers confess their sins  

▪ False teachers do not confess their sins. They somehow deny, explain, 

justify or cover up their sins  

o The main purpose of this epistle is to identify the false teachers and their false claims so 

the true believers may know they are in the correct apostolic truth and they do not need to secede 

with the others who are leaving John’s teaching (or, the eyewitness account.)   This verse is 

secondarily a promise, but in the context it is a test for the person teaching.  

• “Confess” is homologeo which literally means “to say the same thing.” o We need to say 

the same thing as God concerning sin. o We need to call the things sin that God has called sin. 

o Part of “homologeo” is repentance or NOT continuing in our sin, but turning away from it.  

o Merely calling something a sin is NOT full confession. Naming it and turning from 

it is what God’s Word says. This is what we need to say and do  

o “Forgiveness” is aphiemi which is the canceling of the debt owed to God for our 

sin and the dismissing of the charges of sin  

o “Cleansing” is katharizo which removes the stain of the sin.  

• Forensic forgiveness is what we receive at salvation. We are justified in the courts of 

heaven. This makes us acceptable and places us in God’s family. This is positional.  

• Continual forgiveness enables us to experience fellowship with God as sons in God’s 

family. This is temporal fellowship   

James 4:4-10:  
You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore 

whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to 

no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in 

us”? But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to 

God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-

minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to 

gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  

 

Spiritual Recovery  

James 4:6-10 – Breakdown into Steps  
1. Submit yourselves therefore to God.   

2. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.   

3. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.   

4. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and   

5. Purify your hearts, you double-minded.   

6. Be wretched, mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning, joy to gloom.   

7. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  
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1. Spiritual Submission to God  

a. “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.  Submit yourselves, then to 

God.” - James 4:6,7  

i. The word “submit” here means to “take your rightful place in rank”  

ii. This is a total and unconditional release of any claim to your life.  It is counting 

yourself dead.  

 

2. We can now resist the devil.  

a. This resistance is now empowered by faith while filled with the Spirit  

b. We must lay aside entangling sins.   

i. “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us.” – Hebrews 12:1  

c. We must come to our senses.  

i. “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired 

servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger!” - Luke 

15:17  

d. We must escape the snare of the devil that captivates us   

i. “…correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them 

repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their 

senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do 

his will.” -2 Timothy 2:25, 26  

3. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  

a. We now can begin the journey home and draw near to God who is awaiting our 

return.  He will meet and welcome us. (Luke 15:11-32)  

i. “his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and 

kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to 

his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 

hand, and shoes on his feet.” – Luke 15:20-22  

b. Begin to apply 2 Peter 1:5-7 –   

i. “For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 

virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-

control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 

brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.”  

4. Cleanse your hands, you sinners   

a. Recovery demands correction of habits and actions  

5. Purify your hearts, you double-minded  

a. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9  

b. “purify” is “to wash.”  This requires confession of deeds done.  

c. Our actions are washed in applying the word (Ephesians 5:26)  

i. “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify 

her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might 

present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” – Ephesians 5:25-27  

d. There must also be the purification of double minded attitudes.  
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i. This “double-mindedness” (James 1:8) is a wavering between God’s will 

and our own will.  

ii. “For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the 

Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” – James 1:7-8  

e. God’s will must take precedence over our will.    

i. Matt. 26:39 – “going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, 

“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I 

will, but as you will.”  

ii. James 4:13-15 – “What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a 

little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will 

live and do this or that.”  

iii. Isaiah 14:12-15 describes Satan’s fall, Satan’s attitude, and the spirit of 

this age: 1. ““How you are fallen from heaven,     O Day Star, son of Dawn! How 

you are cut down to the ground,     you who laid the nations low!  
13 You said in your heart,     ‘I 

will ascend to heaven; above the 

stars of God  

    I will set my throne on high; I 

will sit on the mount of assembly     

in the far reaches of the north;[a]  
14 I will ascend above the 

heights of the clouds;     I will make 

myself like the Most High.’ 15 But 

you are brought down to Sheol,     

to the far reaches of the pit.  

f. For revival this decision must take place as Elijah challenged his generation in 1 

Kings 18:21.  

i. “Elijah came near to all the people and said, ‘How long will you go limping 

between two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then 

follow him.’ And the people did not answer him a word.”  

6. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and 

your joy to gloom  

a. Only by true repentance will one endure the long journey home.  

b. The path of spiritual recovery is often painful.   

c. We must face all the bad decisions made in departing from the will of God.  

i. Zacchaeus: “Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half 

of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 

restore it fourfold.” – Luke 19:8  

d. What provided “laughter” on the way down is a source of “mourning” in true 

repentance.  

i. Matt.5:4,8 – “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. . . 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  ii. “Humble yourselves 

before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” (James 4:10)  

7. Humble yourself before the Lord and he will lift you up  

a. The “before the Lord” is the “presence of the Lord.”  This signifies two things:  

i. The completion of recovery has occurred.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+14%3A12-15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-17942a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+14%3A12-15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-17942a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+14%3A12-15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-17942a
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ii. You are once again positioned to fulfill God’s perfect plan for your life.  

b. Jonah fled from “the presence of the Lord.” (Jonah 1:3)  

i. Which means Jonah fled from God’s plan for his life as far as location, 

function and attitude.  

c. Once you are back you are again fully equipped to serve effectively just as the 

prodigal son was fully equipped upon his return.    

i. “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it 

on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened 

calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is 

alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. - Luke 

15:21-24  

d. Romans 11:29, “For God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.”  

e. Even your gifts and your calling are never taken away even in your sin.    

f. Recovery is necessary for your gifts and calling to be used to fulfill God’s plan for 

your life.  

 

James 4:6-10 –  

“But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives 

grace to the humble.”  

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God.  

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  

8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  

Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and  

purify your hearts, you double-minded.  

9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and 

your joy to gloom.  

10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.” 

 

 


