
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

Ezra Returns  

Leaves - April 18, 458 BC 

Arrives in Jerusalem – August 4, 458 BC                                  

Ezra 7:6, 8; 8:31 

1,678 miles 

 

 

 



1. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah were one single book in the Jewish canon and early church. Origen (185-253) was the 

first to divide them into two books. Jerome recognized the difference and made them two books in his Latin translation 

(Vulgate). 

2. Both Ezra and Nehemiah have personal accounts in their books, but the books also include historical information that came 

from other sources. 

3. Ezra 1-6 provides a general historical background for the books. 

a. Ch. 1 – Edict of Cyrus 538 and the first returning Jews under Sheshbazzar 

b. Ch. 3 the building of the new altar and foundation of the temple in 537 under Sheshbazzar, Zerrubbabel and Jeshua 

c. Ch. 4 Samaritans resist the Jews building efforts 

d. Persian kings: 

i. Xerxes - 485 

ii. Artaxerxes I - 464 

iii. Darius - 519 BC 

e. Ezra 4:24-6:22 second attempt to rebuild the temple under Darius in 516 

f. Ezra 7 through Nehemiah 13 – information about the activities of Ezra and Nehemiah 

4. History after 586 BC 

a. Gedaliah appointed but murdered 

b. Jews flee to Egypt and become the large group of Jews in Elephantine, Egypt - an island on the Nile, forming part of 

the city of Aswan in Upper Egypt. Papyrus from the Jews written in Aramaic from after 500 BC have been found and 

the Jewish presence has been there since the 600’s BC 

c. Jehoiaching was well treated in Babylon according to Babylonian cuneiform tablets identifying rations under Evil-

merodach (Amel-Marduk) who was king after Nebuchadnezzar in 562 BC. He himself was imprisoned, but after his 

release he released and cared for Jehoiachin. (2 Kings 25:27-30 and Jeremiah 52) 

d. Evilmerodach is murder by his brother-in-aw Negal-shar-usur who is followed by Nabonidus who turned from Marduk 

to the god Sin making the priest of Marduk angry. Nabonidus moved south into Arabian Desert leaving son 

Belshazzar in Babylon. 

e. Cyrus, the Persian king, in the northeast mountains of Iran gained control of Indo-Arian Medes and defeated the 

Lydians in Asia Mino and then Babylon in 539 BC. 

f. Jews and other captives are sent home 

g. Some Jews stayed in Babylon since it had become home. They enjoyed freedom and prospered. About 450 BC the 

Jewish family Murashu started the first banking-house in history. This is recorded in cuneiform  

h. Cyrus dies suddenly in battle in the Indian mountains in 529 leaving Cambyses in charge. 

i. Cambyses invades Egypt in 525 BC and secured victory over Egypt in 523 

j. Gaumata (Pseudo-Smerdes) pretended to be the brother Cambyses murdered and tried to take over in Cambyses 

absence. 

k. Cambyses dies in Israel mysteriously in 522 BC. It was right before his death that Zerubbabel and Jeshua returned to 

Judah (Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 7). Cambyses General Darius (son of Hystaspes) took control of the Persian empire 

 


