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Notes: 
1. Jude is Judah in Hebrew and Judas in Greek.  

a. The name Jude is only used by Jews in the ancient world.  

b. The name Jude would be used in place of Judas in Christian circles for obvious reason 

2. Jude (Judah, Judas) the half-brother of Jesus and brother of James  

a. This is the accepted and most probable author of this letter  

b. Jude identifies himself with a brother who is simply called James. This brother James was 

well-known enough to simply be “James”. This is the way the author of the book of James 

identifies himself, simply as “James”.  

c. It would appear that Jude and James (brothers) are well-known to the readers of this letter  

d. Jude is the youngest of the brothers  

e. In John 7:5,  

“For not even his brothers believed in him,”  

during Jesus’ ministry, but after the resurrection they were with the believers  

in Acts 1:14,  

“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women 

and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.”  

f. Jude was based in the church in Israel, but traveled and taught as did Peter and Paul 

according to 1 Corinthians 9:5 –  

“Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the 

brothers of the Lord and Cephas?”  

g. Eusebius records an account from Hegesippus  

(wrote notes on the history of the church around 165-175 AD, see here 

https://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/hegesippus.html )  

concerning the grandsons of Jude who stilled lived and farmed near Nazareth. Here are 

Hegesippus’ words:  

 

“There still survived of the kindred of the Lord the grandsons of Judas, who 

according to the flesh was called his brother. These were informed against, as 

belonging to the family of David, and Evocatus brought them before Domitian 

Caesar (81-96 AD): for that emperor dreaded the advent of Christ, as Herod had 

done.  

 

So he asked them whether they were of the family of David; and they confessed they 
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were. Next he asked them what property they had, or how much money they 

possessed. They both replied that they had only 9000 denaria between them, each 

of them owning half that sum; but even this they said they did not possess in cash, 

but as the estimated value of some land, consisting of thirty-nine plethra only, out of 

which they had to pay the dues, and that they supported themselves by their own 

labor. And then they began to hold out their hands, exhibiting, as proof of their 

manual labor, the roughness of their skin, and the corns raised on their hands by 

constant work.  

 

Being then asked concerning Christ and His kingdom, what was its nature, and 

when and where it was to appear, they returned answer that it was not of this world, 

nor of the earth, but belonging to the sphere of heaven and angels, and would make 

its appearance at the end of time, when He shall come in glory, and judge living and 

dead, and render to every one according to the course of his life.  

 

Thereupon Domitian passed no condemnation upon them, but treated them with 

contempt, as too mean for notice, and let them go free. At the same time, he issued 

a command, and put a stop to the persecution against the Church.  

 

When they were released, they became leaders of the churches, as was natural in 

the case of those who were at once martyrs and of the kindred of the Lord. And, 

after the establishment of peace to the Church, their lives were prolonged to the 

reign of Trajan.” 

• “plethora” was about 950 to 1,000 square meters or 0.247 acres or ¼ of an acre. 

• “denaria” - In 100 AD, the value of a Roman denarius was equivalent to a skilled 

laborer's daily wage which is about $50 today. 9,000 denaria 

1. 9,000 denaria x $50 = $450,000 today 

2. Using this online ancient money calculator/converter 

( https://testamentpress.com/ancient-money-calculator.html )  

9,000 denaria = $391,500 figuring minimum wage per hour at $7.25 

Place of Writing 

Since Jude and his family remained in Israel it is likely he wrote from Israel, even Jerusalem, as did 

James.  

 

Recipients  
1. Jewish because of OT illustrations:  

a. Exodus (5)  

b. Death of many Israelites in wilderness (5)  

c. Sodom and Gomorrah (7)  

d. Moses’ body (9)  

e. Cain (11)  

f. Balaam (11)  

g. Korah (11)  

https://testamentpress.com/ancient-money-calculator.html
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h. Enoch (14)  

i. Adam (14)  

2. Referred not only to the Jewish text of Scripture, but also to the Jewish apocryphal text that were 

known by Jews:  

a. Book of Enoch  

b. Assumption of Moses  

3. It would seem these were Jews in the churches in Israel  

4. Jude was a traveling teacher, so he could be addressing Jews throughout the Syria, Egypt since 

he is writing in excellent Greek in a Hellenistic style.  

5. The recipients could have been Jewish believers living in Gentile society.  

a. The text of the letter is filled with Jewish references  

b. The sins and lawless behavior match that of Gentile society and the corrupt philosophies 

of the pagans  

 

Date of Writing   
1. General estimate is Jude was written sometime between 40-80 AD  

2. If Peter used Jude then Jude had to be written 40-63 AD.  

a. This would make Second Peter the earliest testimony to the existence of the book of Jude.  

3. If Jude used Second Peter then it was written 64-80 AD.  

4. False teaching that Jude was addressing was already in the churches in 55 AD (think Corinth) 

and 57 AD when Paul wrote to the Romans that some had twisted Paul’s teaching into an excuse 

to sins:  

 

“And why not do evil that good may come?—as some people slanderously charge us with 

saying. Their condemnation is just.” (Romans 3:8)  

 

“It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their 

end will correspond to their actions” (2 Corinthians 11:15, 57 AD) 

  

5. A good date for the book of Jude would be 55 AD. 

 

Who were the apostates? 
1. Denying the lordship of Christ (4) 

2. Practicing unrestrained sinful desires (4, 8, 16) 

3. Rebelling against authority (8, 11, 18) 

4. Sexually Immoral - Following their own desires (16, 19) 

5. Greedy - Shepherding only themselves, or concerned only with gain for themselves (11-12, 16) 

6. Divisive (19) 

7. Finding fault (16) 

8. Boasting (16) 

9. Claim to be leaders in the Christian community and had been accepted by Christians 

10. They had nothing useful to offer the people 
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11. They abused the teaching of God’s grace to turn forgiveness into a chance to continue in their 

lawless lifestyle (4) 

 

 

 
 

 

Full verse-by-verse teaching series in twenty classes in both video and audio with notes here → 

https://www.generationword.com/audio_series/jude.html 

https://www.generationword.com/audio_series/jude.html
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