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First John 

 
 

 
John 7:24 – “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” 
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Full archive of video classes, audio classes with notes for First John taught verse by verse: 

 

www.generationword.com/audio_series/first-john.html  

http://www.generationword.com/audio_series/first-john.html
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30 AD – Acts 1:13 – John is at the Ascension and in the Upper Room 

31 AD – Acts 3-4 – John is with Peter going to pray on the Temple Mount when the lame man is 

healed. John then appears with Peter before the High Priest and the council for that healing. 

34 AD – Acts 8:14 – Peter and John go to Samaria after the Holy Spirit came on the Samaritans when 

Philip was preaching. They face Simon the Magician 

44 AD – Acts 12:2 – Herod Agrippa I beheads John’s brother James. Herod then arrests Peter. 

48 AD - Galatians 2:1, 7-10 – Paul writes mentioning John as “a pillar” of the church: 

 “Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with 

me…when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had 

been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his 

apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when 

James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, 

they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and 

they to the circumcised.” 

66 AD – the Christians leave Jerusalem due to the Jewish revolt against Rome to cross over the 

Jordan to the east side into the city of Pella (east side of Jordan opposite of Samaria in Decapolis)  

Eusebius, Church History 3, 5, 1-3 – “Such was the condition of the Jews. Meanwhile the holy 

apostles and disciples of our Savior were dispersed throughout the world. Parthia, according to 

tradition, was allotted to Thomas as his field of labor, Scythia to Andrew, and Asia to John, who, after 

he had lived some time there, died at Ephesus.” 

66-98 AD – John lives in Ephesus with Jesus’ mother Mary. Mary dies and is buried in Ephesus. 

 

Ignatius’ Letter to the Smyrnaeans – link  

https://www.generationword.com/notes/first_john/03-Ignatius%20to%20the%20Smyrnaeans.pdf  

 

 

The last books of the Bible were written by descendants of Judah (tribe of the kings) and Levi (tribe of 

the Levites and priests: 

• From tribe of Judah: James and Jude 

• From tribe of Levi: John (1,2,3, John and Revelation) 

James and John were likely from the Tribe of Levi through Zebedee (father) who according to 

tradition was a priest. This is why John was known to the guards at the high priests home the night of 

Jesus’ trial and asked them to let Peter in. John’s mother Salome is from the tribe of Judah based on 

tradition and scholarly analysis. 

 

https://www.generationword.com/notes/first_john/03-Ignatius%20to%20the%20Smyrnaeans.pdf
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