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FULL VERSE BY VERSE TEACHING through the whole book of FIRST THESSALONIANS with 

AUDIO        VIDEO        NOTES: 

https://www.generationword.com/audio_series/first-thessalonians.html 
 

https://www.generationword.com/audio_series/first-thessalonians.html
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Each of the Five Chapters ends with a reference to the Return of Christ: 

1. “How you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his 

Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath 

to come.” 

2. “For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? 

Is it not you? For you are our glory and joy.” 

3. “That he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.” 

4. “Through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we 

declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 

coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself 

will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 

with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who 

are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.” 

5. “Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 

and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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Chapter 1: 

• Macedonia and Achaia 

• 2 Corinthians 8:1-2 – Extreme Poverty possibly persecution and isolation: 
“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 

2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 

generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of 

their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as 

we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.” 

 

Chapter 2: 

• Before Paul arrived in Thessalonica he was “shamefully treated at Philippi (2:1) 

• Paul (and, his team) worked jobs night and day for money and personal needs (2:9) 

• Paul (and, his team) lived as examples and encouraged them to live worthy of God (2:12) 

• The WORD OF GOD was working because it changed their lives 

• Thessalonian churches suffered from their countrymen as Judean churches suffered from 

Jews (2:14). 

• The Jews had: 

o Killed Jesus 

o Killed prophets 

o Drove apostles (Paul and members of his team) out 

o Displeased God 

o Opposed Mankind by hindering the Gospel presentation 

▪ The Gospel was how the Jews were to bless all the nations or the world. 

▪ Now, since Jews rejected the Gospel themselves, they were opposing all 

mankind by opposing the means of mankind’s salvation 

• Jews were facing wrath (either currently or in the future prophetically in 70 AD/end times or 

ultimately since they sealed their fate by hardening their hearts). 

o Wrath was eschatological in 1:10 and 5:9 

 

Chapter 3: 

• Paul had been left alone in Athens so team could return and assist Thessalonian’s growth (3:1) 

• Paul sent Timothy to strengthen Thessalonians in their affliction (persecution by countrymen) 

• Timothy had returned to Corinth to report to Paul concerning the Thessalonians growth (3:6) 

Chapter 4: 

• The will of God is => YOUR SANCTIFICATION! 

o Morality (4:3-8) 

o Brotherly love (4:9) 

o Lifestyle (“live”) as instructed (4:11) is: 

▪ Live “quietly” 

▪ “Mind your own affairs” 

▪ “work with your hands” 

o Walk properly before outsiders (these would be their countrymen) 

o Be dependent on no one! (4:12) 

• Concern and information about “those asleep” (dead) 
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Chapter 5: 

• Here the Armor of God used as an illustration in 50 AD. This Armor of God illustration is a more 

developed presentation in letter to Ephesians ten years later in 60 AD (Ephesians 5:8-9) 

• Instruction to: 

o “Admonish the idle” 

o “Encourage the fainthearted” 

o “Help the weak” 

o “Be patient with all” (5:14) 

• This is the Will of God (5:16) 

o Rejoice Always 

o Pray without Ceasing 

o Thanks in all circumstances 

• Spirit? Do not quench. 

Prophecy? Do not despise prophecy, BUT do TEST IT! (5:19-20) 

• Now: Sanctify you  

• Future: At the coming of the Lord (Day of the Lord) Spirit, Soul and Body will be sanctified! 

 

Acts 17-18 (Acts 17:1-34 and 18:1-22) 

• 18 months stay in Corinth (fall of 50 AD-spring of 52 AD, something like Sept 50-March 52 AD) 

• In Thessalonica in Acts 17:6, 8 the Jews take Jason in front of the “Politarchs”, or “city officials”

 

 
 

 

 


