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2:4-23, The Colosse Heresy – emptiness of worldly philosophies and completeness of  

Christ  

i. Paul goes on attack exposing competing philosophies and heresies undermining 

Christianity in Colosse.  

ii. We do not know the specifics of this unique Greek culture under Roman rule with 

a heavy Jewish culture, but somethings that are mentioned are:  

1. Traditionalism which honors man made customs and rituals of the past 

with a less than satisfactory understanding of why things are done. (2:4, 8)  

2. Ceremonialism from a pagan religion much like the Jewish Judaism that 

dictated acceptable food and drink, honored holy days and religious 

festivals, and practiced circumcision. (2:11-17)  

3. Asceticism is a system with a life style dominated by abstinence from 

natural activities, foods, or customs in the pursuit of gaining a spiritual or 

religious goal. (2:21)  

4. Early Gnosticism and other forms of religions based on secret 

knowledge (2:18)  

5. Angel worship (2:18)  

6. Philosophy and man’s wisdom outside of God (2:8)  

7. Merkabah Mysticism - “Merkabah” means “heavenly chariot.” This 

included a process of legal observances, ascetic practices, mystical 

experiences and the uses of “angels” (stoichea) to pass through the 

heavenlies and see vision of God as Ezekiel. See an example of a 

heavenly ascent, or a “Merkabah” experience recorded in 1 Enoch 14:8-23 

below.  

c. 3:1-4:6, Practical Application – the lifestyle and character of a believer in Jesus  

i. Paul establishes some expectations for believers in Christ. They have access to 

wisdom and power of Christ. ii. The Christian’s life should manifest this wisdom 

and power which is accessible from our position in Christ.  

d. 4:7-18, Paul refers to nine people that are either with him or who are being greeted by 

him.  

1. Setting for the book:  

a. Paul wrote a letter to the believers (church) in the city of Colossae in 62 AD during his 

first Roman imprisonment (60-62 AD).  

b. Paul had never been to Colossae, but this area called the Lycus Valley was evangelized 

while Paul was in Ephesus 52-55 AD. Acts 19:10  

c. According to Colossians 1:4 and 2:1 Paul had not been in Colossae, did not start the 

church in Colossae, and only knew a few of the people personally.  

d. Paul did know these individuals from Colossae:  

i. Epaphras, Col. 1:7 and Philemon 23. Epaphras had started the church 4:12-13  

ii. Philemon, who received the letter and was converted by Paul Philemon 19  

iii. And, eventually, Onesimus, the run-away slave Philemon 10  

e. Paul and Luke appear to have passed by Colossae to the north on the Third Missionary 

trip which would make this second map wrong. Acts 19:1 calls it the “road through the 

interior” to arrive at Ephesus. This would not be the lower direct route down the 

Meander River through the Lycus valley, but the instead they would have approached 

Colossae from a northern direction. It is important, possibly, to note that there were 

some disciples of John the Baptist, who himself may have been associated with the 

Essenes, there in Ephesus (Acts 19:1-3)  

e. Our only contact or information about the Colossian church is in the book of Colossians 

and Philemon. John wrote to the church in Laodicea in the Lycus Valley in Rev. 3:14-22. 

Hierapolis had the hot springs, Colossae had the refreshing cold springs, but Laodicea 

had to pipe in their water.  

f. Paul states to Timothy that Timothy was aware that Asia had turned away from Paul and 

his teaching 5-6 years later in 67 AD. Paul saw this coming and warned the  

Ephesus leaders in Acts 20:29-30 in the year 57 AD.   

i. 2 Timothy 1:15 – “You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, 

among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.”  

h. After the beginning of the Roman wars in 66 AD and the fall of Jerusalem in 70 believers 

from Judea, including John (and, traditionally Jesus’ mother, Mary) and Philip fled to the 

Lycus Valley and this area. John went to Ephesus and Philip went to Hierapolis where 

he was martyred and buried (a church dedicated to Philip was known  

of from an inscription and then the recent discovery  
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