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Justification 
 

Justification – To justify someone in a court case means to look at the evidence and 

honestly declare the person accused as innocent and not guilty. Justification is not 

forgiveness because a forgiven person is still a guilty person who has been forgiven. A 

justified person is someone who is rightfully declared innocent in an honest court of law. 

Justification in theology is the divine pronouncement that one who is in Christ Jesus is 

fully innocent and wholly acceptable to God’s holiness. This occurs when God sees the 

believer as sinless and righteous in Christ. 

 

Justification by Faith – We enter into the state of justification by faith in the work of Jesus on the cross 

which removed sin and its penalty. We are not justified in God’s sight by what we do but by what 

Jesus did. 

 

 

Justification, the Result of Christ’s Death 

Justification can best be explained by contrasting it with forgiveness.  

Forgiveness is something a person receives when he has done something wrong and the offended 

person rises above vengeance and forgives him. In this case, one person is guilty but 

forgiveness is offered based on the other person’s mercy and grace.  

This is forgiveness – but not justification.  

 

In the above situation, justification is not possible because justification means declaring the 

person innocent or righteous.  

Someone of great mercy can forgive you, but only a just judge can declare justification.  

The words “justify” and ”justification” come from the Greek word δικαιοω, or dikaioo.  

This word is a legal term used when a courtroom verdict is returned.  

If, after all the evidence is heard and examined the person being charged with the crime is proved 

innocent, the judge does not forgive the individual but instead declares him innocent.  

The person has been justified in a court of law.  

Justification means that God has examined us in the courts of heaven and found us 

not guilty, innocent, and righteous.  

We have been justified by Christ’s death, not forgiven. 

Forgiveness is a key concept in salvation, also, but it communicates a different aspect of salvation. 

 

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the                       

riches of God’s grace.”   

- Ephesians 1:7 

 

“He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations.”                                                                                                                           

- Colossians 2:13 
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“Justification” is a forensic term denoting a judicial act by declaring acquittal and no condemnation. 

Hebrew – SADEQ = “to pronounce, accept, and treat as just; Not liable for penalty. Entitled to all 

privileges due to innocent citizen. 

Greek – dikaioo = “do declare righteous” 

 

Proverbs 17:15 – “He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both 

alike an abomination to the Lord.” 

- You cannot declare the wicked righteous without being corrupt 

- The surgeon → regeneration (removes the cancer, does something in us) 

- The judge → justification (makes verdict regarding our judicial status) 

 

Paul uses the phrase “justifying the ungodly” directly from the LXX in Romans 4:5 quoting the Law: 

- Exodus 23:7 – “Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent and righteous, for I will not 

acquit the wicked.” 

- Proverbs 17:15 – (above) 

 

These are NOT all the same: 

- Regeneration 

- Sanctification 

- Imputation 

- Justification 

- Forgiven 

 

Justification is God’s legal declaration that we are just in his sight. 

1. We have no penalty to pay for our sins past, present or future. 

2. Justification is by faith alone – Romans 4:1-5:2 

3. There is now no condemnation for those in Christ – Romans 8:1 (No penalty to pay. No charge of 

guilt.) 

4. David said the same. Referred to in Romans 4:6-8 (also Psalm 103:12) 
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At this point Luther began to hold to the three great points of his faith: 

1. sola fide – “by faith alone” and refers to justification and personal 

salvation only by faith in Jesus Christ. 

2. sola scriptura – “by Scripture alone” and means Scripture is the only 

inspired word of God and the only source of authority for establishing 

Christian doctrine. 

3. sola sacerdos – “by priest alone” and refers to the priesthood of all 

believers in the One High Priest Jesus which is in contrast to a human 

priest on earth that stands between the believer and God. 
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Romans:  

• Justification by Faith (3:21-4:25) 

• Beginning in 5:12 Paul explains imputation. Mankind all became guilty when one man 

Adam sinned, but imputation can work in the positive sense also because “the result of 

one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men” (5:18). 

 
Romans  3:20, 26, 28, 30; 

Romans 4:5; 5:1; 8:30-34; 10:4, 10; 

Romans 8:30 

Romans 3:26 

Galatians 2:16; 3:24 

 

 



8 
 

Galatians: 

Healthy Doctrine: 

•  Justification by Faith in Jesus alone as the means of salvation 

•  The law and Legalistic Righteousness 

•  Believer’s crucifixion with Christ - 2:20 

•  Adoption - 4:5-7 

•  Universality of sin - 3:22 

 

God pardons and accepts believing sinners: 

 

Psalm 32:1-5 –  

“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 

    whose sin is covered. 

2 Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, 

    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

 

3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 

    through my groaning all day long. 

4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 

    my strength was dried up[b] as by the heat of summer. Selah 

 

5 I acknowledged my sin to you, 

    and I did not cover my iniquity; 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 

    and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah 

 

Acts 10:43 -  

“To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name.” 

 

 

2 Corinthians 5:14 -  

 

Ephesians 2:1 -  

 

Philippians 3:4 -  

 

Philippians 3:8-9 -  

 

Christs atoning death and justifying resurrection: 

Romans  4:23 

Romans 10:18 

 


