Ten Times Revealed by God

In high school and college my wife and I both ran track and cross country.  She was a three time state champ in the open half mile and became a member of the Iowa Girls Track Hall of Fame.   We both coached cross country and still run road races with our boys.  One of the things a runner needs to know is how to set a pace and what pace they need at different times in the race. 
If a runner starts the race too slow they will fall behind and maybe never catch up, but if they go out too fast they may do like one of my runners did at his first 3.1 mile cross country race.  He took off like a rabbit and was in front with a huge lead by the half mile.  But, when he went by me at the mile mark he looked at me, staggered and collapsed.  He had won the mile run.  The problem was it was a 3.1 mile race.  He didn’t finish, but he had learned lesson number one about setting a pace and knowing where you are at on the race course.    Toni and I run 5k, 10k, and half marathons and once I ran a 26 mile marathon.  In every one of these races we have to set a pace so we can both run our fastest time and also finish the entire course.  An other thing is also true about every race.  When you near the end of every race you pick up the pace for a strong finish.  We would always make sure we knew where the finish line was and at what point of the race we should change our pace for a strong finish.  I have seen runners leading a race only to get passed in the end because they were not sure how close they were to the finish.  In every long distance race no matter if it is one mile or twenty-six miles, the good runners always pick up the pace and even sprint as they near the end.   If they do not know the course or how close they are to the end they usually get passed and lose.
The same is true concerning God’s plan for time.  There is a certain amount of information that God wants us to know so we can turn in our best performance.  Understanding where we are at in time is as important to us as believers as knowing where you are in the race is important for the runner.
Jesus criticized the people of his generation because although they knew great amounts of information concerning natural things, they did not know where they were in time.  


“When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ and in the 
morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’  You know how to 
interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times.”








Matthew 16:2, 3

Things where happening in Jesus’ generation that God had promised and prophesied for years, but the people had no idea where they where in the race of history.  The appearing of Jesus required that the world, especially the Jewish world, change pace.  They did not understand so they did not adjust and lost much more than a race.

The connection is simple if you do not know where you are in the race you won’t know what pace to run and likewise, if you do not know where you are in time you won’t know what to do. 

In the Old Testament the scriptures refer to a group of men from the Jewish tribe of Issachar as “men who understood the times and knew what Israel should do.” (1 Chronicles 12:32).  Our close attention to what has occurred in the past, what God’s word tells us today and where we are going in the future will help us identify where we are in the race of time.  Once we establish our location we will then know, along with the men of Issachar, what we should be doing right now at this point.

Through out scripture God has revealed his plan to people and predicted the future through his prophets.  Part of the reason he does this is to prove he is God for no other spiritual force either demonic or angelic has the foreknowledge of all of history as does the creator since all others are creatures with limited understanding of the future that they have not seen.  Isaiah, for example, says God uses prophecy to prove this point:

 "Remember this, fix it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels. 

 
Remember the former things, those of long ago;  
I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me. 
I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. 
       
I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please. . .  
      
What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that will I do.” 






(Isaiah 46:8-10)

Another reason God uses prophecy is the same reason a coach would walk through the race course with his runners before the race.  He wants them to know where they are in time so they will know what they should do.  There have been at least ten times in the history of man that God revealed the times so men would know what was going on in history and they would choose the correct actions:

	
	Ten Times Revealed By God
	Scripture Reference

	1
	Day of the Fall of Man
	Genesis 2:17, “. . .in the day you eat or it you will surely die.”

	2
	Year of the Flood
	Genesis 6:3, “. . . his days will be 120.”
Genesis 5:27, “Methuselah lived 969 years.”

	3
	Year of the Exodus
	Genesis 15:13-16, They will be enslaved 400 years, 
                              they return in the fourth generation

	4
	Year of Entering Canaan
	Exodus 14:34, For forty years they wandered in the wilderness

	5
	Year of the Return From Babylon
	Jeremiah 25:11, 12; 29:10; Daniel 9:2, Seventy Years

	6
	Year of the Messiah
	Daniel 9:25, 483 years fro the issuing of the decree to restore

	7
	Days Messiah in Grave
	Matthew 12:40; 27:63; Mk. 8:31; 14:58; Jn. 2:19, 20

	8
	Year of Jerusalem’s Fall
	Luke 23:28; 13:6-9, In forty more years in 70 AD

	9
	Length of Tribulation
	Daniel 9:27 and other places say it will be seven years

	10
	Length of Millennium
	Revelation 20:4, a thousand years


