Sermon Notes for

Ultimate Responsibility – 

The Church: Pillar and Foundation of the Truth

Five Institutions God Established:
1. Individual Responsibility

2. Marriage

3. Family

4. Government

5. Nations

Plus –

6. Israel

7. Church

1 Timothy 4:1-5 – Church is the Pillar and Foundation of the Truth

1 Timothy 4:1-5 – Spirit clearly says in the last days . . . teaching of demons

1 Timothy 6:3-11 – Financial gain

2 Timothy 4:2-5 – Itching ears

Acts 20: 27-35 – Teachers will arise from within the church to lead people astray

Apologetics and Polemics

John Wycliffe – “On Civil Dominion” and “On Divine Dominion”

Romans 1:18-23

1:18 – Suppress the Truth

1:19 – God has made it plain

1:20 – Invisible is clearly seen
1:21 – Thinking becomes foolish

1:22 – Fools who claim to be wise

1:23 – They exchange the glory (nature, truth, reality) of God or the image (fallen nature, kosmos truth, rebellion against reality) of man

Romans 1:18-23 is speaking directly of men rejecting general revelation (nature, etc.) but the pattern is the same in the church when church people reject special revelation (scripture) and replace it with image of mortal man (programs, fund raisers, social messages, etc.)

Christians can not reason because they do not understand the revelation of scripture. When believers do not understand foundational principles of Truth then when issues arise in culture, politics, family, etc. they do not understand why certain activities are wrong or destructive.
Jude 11-13

1. Way of Cain -  human works, kill truth

2. Profit in Balaam’s Error – place money as an equal priority to Truth

3. Korah’s Rebellion – Reject God’s Priesthood and leadership

4. Blemishes at church – “rocks in shallow water”

5. Shepherds who feed only themselves – anti-verse of Eph. 4:12

6. Clouds without rain – wind of philosophy & culture of men produce zero-Ep2:1-3

7. Autumn Trees – a) no fruit, b) no life

8. Wild waves – do not bring refreshing but toss out the pollution and trash of sea

9. Wandering Stars – they can not be used for guidance through life. Unstable.

Do these things:

1. Prepare God’s People (Eph. 4:12)

2. Set and Example (1 Tim. 4:12)

3. Public Reading of Scripture, Teaching Scripture, Preaching Scripture (1 Tim. 4:13)

4. Empower the Saints (Eph. 1:17-20; 3:1, 7-13)

Remember these principles:

1. Elijah and 7,000 – there are many people and groups today ready to side with Elijah if he doesn’t give up and run away.

2. Teach Truth, not answers – truth will lead to correct thinking and decision making. Opinions will be abandoned because people do not have a foundation to understand why they are important.

3. Do Not Respond to Winds – preach the word in season and out. Issues change like seasons. When the issue changes the word/truth will prepare people for the next issue.

4. Do Not Seek Government Assistance – The church can stand alone. If you lean on the government it can control you. Early church grew as an illegal religion. We don’t need help.

5. Schools are not Divine Institutions – Fix the government. Fix the family. Good families make both good public schools and good private schools and vice-versa.

6. Rapid Change and Polarization Will Help – The shock value of rapid change and the clear contrast of extremes is on the side of truth. The frog in the boiling water will jump out.

7. Heathenism Can’t Survive – Heathenism can not survive without governmental support (evolution, atheism at public schools, state universities). When faced with survival on their own the Truth of the church will always win (see point 4). This is the point of Gates of Hades.

8. Teach Truth in Hardship – The early church continued to proclaim the truth in the face of death and eventually converted the Roman Empire. We are still free. They were illegal and killed.

