Hosea 2:16-23

Hosea 2:16 — "And in that day, declares the LORD, you will call me 'My Husband,' and no longer
will you call me 'My Baal.'
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1. “in that day” is an eschatological formula looking towards the restoration.
2. “Baal’ or “Ba’al’
a. word that appears in the Old Testament with a variety of meanings and in various contexts.
i. This natural meaning made the term “Baal”’ easy to align with YHWH worship.
1. Israel could easily refer to YHWH as “Baal” which would simply mean they
were calling YHWH “lord” or “master”.
In this way Baal doctrine could easily infiltrate YHWH doctrine and worship
3. In the future eschatological age YHWH worship will be pure and the Israel
doctrine uncompromised with the religious system and false philosophies of
the world.
b. Broad meaning is “lord” or “master”, and even “husband”
c. Primary identification is Semitic/Canaanite deites considered to be in control of certain
localities or regions:

I. Baal of Tyre = Melkart (son of El)

ii. Baal of Carthage = Baal Hammon

iii. Baal of Philistine city of Ekron = Baalzebub (“Lord of the Flies”)

iv. Baal of Arameans (Syria) = Hadad

d. Baalim or Baals is plural to refer to these Canaanite deities

I. Judges 10:6 —“The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD
and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the
gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And they
forsook the LORD and did not serve him.

ii. Jeremiah 32:25 — “They built the high places of Baal in the Valley of the Son of
Hinnom, to offer up their sons and daughters to Molech, though | did not command
them, nor did it enter into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause
Judah to sin.”

no




Hosea 2:17 — For | will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and they shall be
remembered by name no more.
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1. The local demonic gods or “Baals” will be forgotten and their names will not be remembered in
the kingdom age.
Hosea 2:18 — And | will make for them a covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the
birds of the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the
sword, and war from the land, and | will make you lie down in safety.
1. The covenant with the beasts, the birds and the creeping things reverses the curse of 2:12
2. The wilderness will no longer be a place of danger
3. The listing of the animals reminds us of the original creation in Genesis1:21-24 (Note: If Hosea is
familiar with the Genesis creation account that means Genesis was in existence in 760-710 BC
and did not need to be written in Babylonian captivity after 586 BC.)
4. This is the covenant established (or, re-established) by the Lord in his kingdom mentioned in:

a. Genesis 3:17-19 - cursing of the ground

b. Genesis 9:2 —“The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth
and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the
fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered.”

c. Romans 8:19-21 — “For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons
of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”

d. Isaiah 11:6-7 — “The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the
calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will
feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.”

5. lIsrael will be saved from warfare:

a. In 1:6, 7 God said he would show love to Judah and save them from war, but Israel he
would not show love.... “Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah (which
means “not loved”), for | will no longer show love to Israel, that | should at all forgive them.
Yet | will show love to Judah; and | will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, or by
horses and horsemen, but |, the Lord their God, will save them.”

b. Here in 2:18 the Lord promises Israel he “will abolish the bow, the sword and war from the
land.

c. This promise is repeated and developed in:

i. 740-690 BC in Isaiah 2:4 — “He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide
disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore.”

ii. 750-686 BC in Micah 4:3 — (same as above)

Hosea 2:19 — And | will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you to me in righteousness and in
justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.



1. “betroth” indicates a marriage which is more than a treaty (which ends hostilities) and more than a
contract (which involves business and property). The heart of this relationship is love.

2. This relationship includes two pairs that work together (righteousness/justice and love/mercy):

a. Righteousness
b. Justice
c. Steadfast love
d. Mercy
Hosea 2:20 — | will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the LORD.

1. “faithfulness” is a word which means “that which can be relied upon” It conveys the idea of inner
stability, integrity, conscientiousness, and cleanliness; all of which are necessary for any
responsible service.

2. Allfive of these character traits are God’s nature which is here given to man in order to secure an
eternal relationship.

3. Israel will then “know the Lord” because they will have been made like the Lord. They will share
the nature of the Lord

Hosea 2:21 — "And in that day | will answer, declares the LORD, | will answer the heavens, and
they shall answer the earth,

Hosea 2:22 — and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, and they shall answer
Jezreel,
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Hosea 2:23 — and | will sow her for myself in the land. And | will have mercy on No Mercy, and |
will say to Not My People, 'You are my people'; and he shall say, 'You are my God.™
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