First Peter 1:20-2:3

1:20 - He was chosen before the
creation of the world, but was
revealed in these last times for
your sake.
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Not an accident that Christ was the
price of redemption. Christ was
chosen in advance.

God’s model of “plan-it-then-do-it” is seen in 2> Isaiah 37:26 and Romans 8:29
The New Testament identifies that God was working his plan through the ages until that hidden plan
was revealed in Christ and his life: > Rom. 16:25; 1 Cor. 2:6-10; Titus 1:2-3

“‘Revealed” indicates Christ was preexisted as is alos in 2 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 9:26; 1 John 1:2; 3:5.
The New Testament also indicates that this “revealing” began the final age or the last days.
These final days or this final age will end when the resurrected Jesus is revealed a second time.

Acts 2:16-21; Col. 3:4; 1 Peter 5:4; 1 Cor. 10:11 (and, again Heb. 9:26 and 1 John 3:2)

Others had waited in the Old Testament for this age, but we the church now see it and benefit from it

1:21 - Through him you believe in
God, who raised him from the
dead and glorified him, and so
your faith and hope are in God.
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We and the Christians Peter was
writing to experience a privileged
position since we are now in Christ
and waiting for his 2" revealing.

Through Jesus’ 1%t revealing we
believe/trust in God because he raised Jesus from the dead.

So, now, Peter’s readers can do more than fear God, they can trust the God they fear and put their
hope in him.

Point of 1:20-21 is believers are to live holy lives (1:14-16) and fear God who is their judge (1:17)

because God redeemed them with Christ’s blood (1:18-19) with a plan God has now revealed 1:20).
So, these believers can trust God through Jesus (by what Jesus said, did and how God raised Jesus
from the dead.) (1:21)
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1:22 — Now that you have

purified yourselves by obeying the
truth so that you have sincere love
for each other, love one another
deeply, from the heart
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The verbs are in the perfect tense in the Greek which indicate these believers are already in this state
of having been purified and having obeyed.

Obedience to the truth is believing the Gospel.

“Purified yourselves” — purification in the Old Testament made the worshipper ready to participate —
Ex. 19:10; Josh. 3:5; John 11:55; Acts 21:24, 26; 24:18.

This purification was the born again experience.

It came through repentance as in James 4:8 and 1 John 3:3

This purification came through obedience to the truth which is the Gospel invitation (Jn. 14:16; Gal.
5:7; 2 Thes. 1:8

“by obeying the truth” — the Gospel.

But,

1) Obedience (hypakoe) 15x in the NT and not clear it is saving faith

2) Peter uses obedience (hypakoe) in 1:2 and 1:14 to refer to believer’s conduct

3) Purify (hagnizo) is used figuratively to refer to moral purification after salvation

4) Context is obedience after salvation

5) The readers are doing the purification which sounds more like phase two than phase one.
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1:25 - the word of the Lord
endures forever.”

And this is the word that was
preached to you.

2:1 - Therefore, rid yourselves of
all malice and all deceit,
hypocrisy, envy, and slander of
every kind

2:2 - Like newborn babies, crave
pure spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow up in your
salvation,

2:3 — Now that you have tasted
that the Lord is good.
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