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Nine Minor Prophets 
 
Minor Prophets means “the short books” of the prophets. 
They were too small to leave as one book, so to keep them safe/preserved they were set into one 
scroll. 
The 12 Minor Prophets is the eighth book in the second section of the Hebrew Biblecalle the Nevi’im 
or Prophets. 
 
 
Chronological Order 

 Joel – 828 BC  

 Amos – 760 BC 

 Jonah – 759 BC 

 Hosea 753-687 BC 

 Micah 750-687 BC 

 Nahum – 650 BC 

 Zephaniah – 624 BC 

 Habakkuk – 609 BC 

 Obadiah – 586 BC 
 
From Israel – Jonah and Hosea 
From Judah – Amos, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Obadiah 
 
Sent to Israel: Amos, Hosea 
Sent to Nineveh, Assyria: Jonah, Nahum 
Sent to Edom: Obadiah 
Sent to Judah: Joel, Micah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah 
 
Israel falls 722 BC 
Judah falls 586 BC 
 
Micah –  

1. From Moresheth in the hill country between Jerusalem and Mediterranean Sea near Lachish 
2. Jeremiah quotes from Micah about 100 years later 

 
Zephaniah 

1. a contemporary of Jeremiah 
2. May have been a member of the royal family through Hezekiah 

 
Obadiah 

1. Shortest book in the OT, 21 verses 
 
Amos 

1. Blue collar worker 
2. From Tekoa in Judah about 10 south of Jerusalem 
3. Begins his book (1:2) quoting Joel 3:16 and closes with it again in 9:13 from Joel 3:18 

 
Joel 
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1. Isaiah uses Joel in Isaiah chapter 13 
2. Isaiah 13:6 is Joel 1:15 

 
God was preparing his people for the coming times of conflict with the nations 
The prophets: 

1. Warned the ungodly 
2. Foretold destruction of the two kingdoms  
3. Foretold the dispersion of God’s people from Israel and Judah 
4. Promised a restoration 
5. Preservation of the holy seed and the promises 
6. Assured eventual triumph of the kingdom of God over every national and cosmic power.  

 
The biblical order of the books is a mystery, but here are two options: 

1. Hosea is at the head of Minor Prophets because his is the most comprehensive.  
a. This is similar to the letter to the Romans heading the letters of Paul in the NT. 
b. Then the prophecies with no dating in the heading were arranged by pairing a prophet 

of Israel with a prophet of Judah 
i. Joel with Hosea 
ii. Obadiah with Amos 
iii. Jonah with Micah 
iv. Nahum the Galilean with Habakkuk the Levite 

2. Another pairing: 
a. Joel with Hosea because of the comprehensive nature of the prophecy 
b. Obadiah with Amos the smallest book 
c. Joel before Amos because Amos begins his book quoting Joel 3:16 
d. Obadiah with Amos because Obadiah’s prophecy was building on Amos 9:12 regarding 

Judah possessing the remnant of Edom 
e. Obadiah begins with “We have heard tidings from Judah and a messenger is sent 

among the nations”…Jonah was the one sent to the nations 
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