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Habakkuk 2:5-8 
 

 The vision that Habakkuk is to write and run with identified in 2:2-3 is now reported in 

Habakkuk 2:4-5. 

 Verse 2:6a introduces an elaboration of five woes for the person/kingdom spoken of in the 

vision/message of 2:4-5. 

 The five woes are then spoken beginning in 2:6b. The five woes are completed at the end of 

chapter 2 in 2:20. They are listed below. 

 The five woes are likely not part of the vision identified in 2:2-3 and recorded in 2:4-5. The five 

woes are likely an expansion or a response to the vision recorded in 2:4-5.   

 

2:4 – “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,  

                      but the righteous shall live by his faith.” 

 
1. “just” or “righteous” is we-sad-diq or tsaddiq /tsad-deek/ meaning “just” and “righteous” 

a. This concept of righteousness is directly connected to the idea of judicial standing.  

b. The idea is a person’s actions or morals is not official until it is evaluated in a legal court 

by a judge. 

c. This righteous standing of a man was decided by the judge, or in this case the Lord 

2. The order of the Hebrew wording in this verse can be compared like this: 

a. The proud – not upright is his soul  - in him (….the proud will perish) 

b. The righteous - by his faith -  he shall live (…the righteous, corrected by faith, shall live) 

The Proud not upright  his soul in him (he will perish) 

The Righteous (righteous) by his faith He shall live 

 

 

2:5 – “Moreover, wine is a traitor, an arrogant man who is never at rest.  

                His greed is as wide as Sheol; like death he has never enough.  

                He gathers for himself all nations and collects as his own all peoples.” 
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1. After saying the righteous will live because of faith, but the arrogant have something wrong 

inside their soul that will eventually destroy them, Habakkuk describes how those without faith 

will be destroyed. 

2. “wine betrays him” or “wine is a traitor” or “by wine he transgresses” or “wine betrays an 

arrogant man” 

a. “betrays” or “traitor” is from bagad (here bo-w-ged) meaning “to act treacherously”, “to 

deal treacherously” 

i. In 1:13 it was translated “treacherous”  

b. Wine leads the arrogant man further on than wisdom would allow. 

i. The Masoretic text says “wine” 

ii. The Dead Sea Scrolls say “wealth” 

c. Likewise, the Babylonians are led further into their vices by wine 

i. “never at rest” – always going further to conquer 

ii. “greed is as wide as Sheol” – always wanting more stuff 

iii. “gathers for himself all nations…collects…peoples” – always absorbing more 

nations/people into the Babylonian Empire 

d. The Babylonians “sin nature” (wine, wealth, arrogance) prevents them from stopping 

short of disaster 

e. Interesting, Babylon’s last days were spent drinking wine at Belshazzar’s party in Daniel 

5:1-5 -  

“King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with 

them. While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and 

silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father[a] had taken from the temple in 

Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink 

from them. So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of 

God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank 
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from them. As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, 

iron, wood and stone. Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the 

plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace.” 

f. Ancient historians characterize Babylonians at this time as being heavy drinkers 

g. Arrogance mixed with wine is like a truck going downhill without brakes 

h. Or, the Babylonians arrogance was like wine because they could never stop: 

i. “never at rest” 

ii. “greed as wide as Sheol” 

iii. “never enough” 

iv. “gathers all nations” 

v. “collects all peoples” 

3. “Greed is as sheol” 

a. “sheol” is from kis-o-wl which is a form of the word se-ol or sheol in the Hebrew.  

i. It’s meaning is “underworld” as in the place to which people descend at death.  

ii. It is translated as “grave”, “hell”, “underworld”, “hades” 

iii. The concept is people from all time descend into the underworld, or sheol, but 

there is always large amounts of space. It is never crowded or full. 

iv. Thus, man’s greed is bottomless and can never be full any more than sheol can 

be full. 

4. “Gathers all nations…collects peoples” 

a. This is political conquest  

b. This is like an addiction to wine…political and military addiction cannot stop. 

c. All other concerns and interest are set aside to follow the addiction of conquest. 

d. Of course, this will lead to individual and national ruin. 

e. The moral consequence of this addictive behavior will come back to haunt individuals 

and nations (empires) 

5. Those who believe the Lord will wait and trust. Those who march to the arrogance of their own 

human nature will perish. It is a natural result. But, you must wait for it. 

a. This principle is applicable in everyday life 

b. But, the focus here is eschatological. This principle will eventually resolve everything. It 

will bring about the Day of the Lord: 

i. Wrath for the arrogant 

ii. Salvation for those with faith 

 

 

2:6 – “Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for him, and 

say,  

‘Woe to him who heaps up what is not his own— for how long?— and loads himself with 

pledges!’ ” 
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1. Here is a list of five woes that will return to those drunk with arrogance and addicted to 

conquest. 

2. “all these” refers to the “nations” and “peoples” who had been “gathered” and “collected” by the 

arrogant. 

a. In this case it was the Persians and the Medes who had enough of Babylon’s 

oppression.  

b. Here is a list of the things Babylon will be mocked for by the very nations that Babylon 

had oppressed. 

3. The five woes include these three parts: 

a. “a proverb” - Masal – a proverbial saying, a figurative speech or a mocking byword 

b. “taunting” - Melisa – which is a word that comes from the Hebrew root lis which means 

“to scorn, to deride or to mock. 

c. “riddle” - Hidot – this is the idea of a riddle or an elusive saying. The riddle may include 

words that have a double meaning 

 

Habakkuk 2:6-8: 

 

Woe to him who heaps up what is not his own— 

    for how long?— 

    and loads himself with pledges!” 
7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise, 

    and those awake who will make you tremble? 

    Then you will be spoil for them. 
8 Because you have plundered many nations, 

    all the remnant of the peoples shall plunder you, 

for the blood of man and violence to the earth, 

    to cities and all who dwell in them. 
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1. Similar, memorable sounds: 

a. 2:6b lo and low sound the same, but different meanings 

b. 2:8b middeme adam in Hebrew “for the bloody gorings of men” is easy to remember in 

Hebrew. 

2. Double meaning: 

a. “Your creditors” means “to bite”. This is a good word for “creditor” because he “bites” his 

portion from the borrower. Babylon’s biters/creditors will suddenly rise up 

b. “pledges” in 2:6b means “weight of pledges, heavy debts” and also “heap of mud” or 

“thick clay” 

3. Proverbs or proverbial truth: 

a. Multiplying ill-gotten gain: 

i. Proverbs 28:8 

ii. Proverbs 22:16 

iii. Proverbs 13:11  

b. Sudden disaster 

i. Proverbs 6:15 

ii. Proverbs 29:1 

4. Justice/vengeance 

a. Because you have pillaged may nations, all that remains of the people shall pillage you 
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FIVE WOES: 
 

Woe #1 – 2:6b-8 –  

“Woe to him who heaps up what is not his own—for how long?—and loads himself with pledges!”  

Will not your debtors suddenly arise, and those awake who will make you tremble?  

Then you will be spoil for them.  

Because you have plundered many nations, all the remnant of the peoples shall plunder you,  

for the blood of man and violence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.” 

 

 

 

 

Woe #2 – 2:9-11 –  

“Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe from the reach of 

harm!  

You have devised shame for your house by cutting off many peoples; you have forfeited your life.  

For the stone will cry out from the wall, and the beam from the woodwork respond.” 

 

 

 

Woe #3 – 2:12-14 –  

“Woe to him who builds a town with blood and founds a city on iniquity! 

Behold, is it not from the Lord of hosts that peoples labor merely for fire, and nations weary 

themselves for nothing?  

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 

 

 

Woe #4 – 2:15-17 –  

“Woe to him who makes his neighbors drink—you pour out your wrath and make them drunk, in order 

to gaze at their nakedness!  

You will have your fill of shame instead of glory.  

Drink, yourself, and show your uncircumcision!  

The cup in the Lord's right hand will come around to you, and utter shame will come upon your glory!  

The violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, as will the destruction of the beasts that terrified 

them, for the blood of man and violence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.  

 

 

Woe #5 – 2:18-20 –  

“What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of lies?  

For its maker trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols!  

Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, ‘Awake’; to a silent stone, ‘Arise!’  

Can this teach?  

Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it.  

But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” 

 

 


