First John 1

1:1 - “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—"
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That which was from [the] beginning that which we have heard that which we have see with the eyes

of us
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we have gazed upon and the hands of us have handled concerning the Word - of life
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The Prologue — 1 John 1:1-4:
e This letter is missing the usual salutation used in Hellenistic letters as other NT letters.
e This letter appears to be sent to a specific church (or, churches) to address some very specific
issues the people are facing.

o Namely encouraging believers not to join those who had seceded from the Apostolic
teaching and left (or, took over) the true church to create a worldly church that matched
philosophy, culture, lifestyle, ambition, etc.

o That is why this letter begins by identifying its source as existing from eternity.

= John’s source is timeless and beyond the cosmos.

= So, any philosophical concept, cultural standard, social fad or personal ambition
have already passed into irrelevance and obscurity when compared to John’s
source.

e Similar to:
o Genesis 1:1 — “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
o Mark 1:1 — “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”
o John 1:1 -“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”
e The author is an eyewitness (along with others) of what he is writing about/

The object that is discussed in 1:1 is “the Word of Life” which is the preincarnate Christ, the Son of
God. It is not “the word of life” such as the Gospel message. It is the person, not the message.

e This conclusion is justified by the fact the author refers to his senses as having experienced
the Word of Life

¢ Yet, the message cannot be separated from the person of Jesus.

e That which was in eternity (1:1) has become part of time, space and history. It is not merely on
the outside (transcendent), but has now become part of creation (more than being immanent,
or accessible). He is in time with the ability to age, feel, die, etc.

“Concerning the Word of Life” (eternity) —

e “we have heard” (time/space/history)

e “seen with our eyes” (time/space/history)

e “looked at” (time/space/history)

e “our hands have touched” (time/space/history)



